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By Jo Duckies 

A SERVICE in memory of the 343 
firefighters and 10 paramedics 
who lost their lives in the 9/11 
terror attacks in New York was 
held in Reading on the 10th 
anniversary of the bombings. 

The service, at St Mary the 
Virgin Church, was hosted by 
chaplains from the Royal 
Berkshire Fire and Rescue 
Service with an address given by 
the Rt Revd Andrew Proud, the 
Bishop of Reading. Dignitaries 
including the Lord Lieutenant 
of Berkshire, the Mayor of 
Maidenhead and the Mayor of 
Windsor attended, along with 
representatives from the military 
and emergency services. 

Meanwhile Reading’s inter- 
faith walk saw people of all faiths 
and none parade around the city 
from Forbury Gardens, taking in 
a Hindu Temple, two mosques, a 
Roman Catholic Church and St 
Luke’s Anglican Church on 
Erleigh Road. Marchers arrived 
at St Luke’s in time to have tea 
with its Urdu and Punjabi 
congregation. The vicar, the 
Revd Nigel Hardcastle, said: “It’s 
a nice event that gives people in 
Reading an easy way of visiting 
different places of worship.” 

Sarah Griffin, who has been 
involved in arranging the walks, 
which first began in the 
aftermath of 9/11 said: “We 
don’t hold this every year, but 
when we do it is in response to 
the needs of our local 
community. The hospitality at 
each venue was great and I was 



struck by how happy and relaxed 
all the walkers were. We are very 
lucky to have the opportunity to 
get together and do this.” 

At the memorial service, new 
Royal Berkshire Fire and Rescue 
Service colours were blessed by 
Bishop Andrew. Iain Cox, the 
Chief Fire Officer, introduced 
the service, which included a 
memorial for David Barnes and 
Neil Goldsmith, two firefighters 
who lost their lives in the major 
blaze in Elgar Road, Reading, in 
1977. 

More than 250 people 
attended the service, where the 



BBC Radio Berkshire Choir 
joined the Minster choir for the 
hymns. 

Fire engines from all four of 
Reading’s stations were outside 
the Minster during the service, as 
well as a 1930s fire engine from 
Hungerford. 

Jim Dashper, the chaplain, 
spoke from Reading Minster, 
where he had been raising 
awareness of the work of the 
chaplaincy, in the week running 
up to the memorial service. He 
said: “I’ve been explaining to 
people that firefighters are a 
group of people who are willing 



to give their lives, and that was 
the theme of the service: 
‘Greater love has no man than 
he gives his life for his friends.’ 
“Firefighters are offering their 
lives up for people they don’t 
even know and that’s what this 
service was all about.” 

The chaplaincy began in 1997 
by Churches Together in 
Berkshire after they were 
approached by Divisional Officer 
Joe Holmes, of the RBFS. Jim 
Dashper, who co-ordinates the 
Berkshire chaplains, is a 
Licensed Lay Minister at St 
CONTINUED ON PAGE THREE 
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Prayer 6^ reflection 

The Mystical Boat 




Olivia Graham speculates 
on whose hand is in charge 
of tiller in Redon’s The 
Mystical Boat 

O dilon Redon’s picture 
shows a boat, headed 
across a choppy green sea. 
The weather is stormy and 
chaotic; there is no 
obvious land in sight. The sea churns, 
and the boat is tacking into the wind. All 
around it there is turmoil and agitation. 
In the boat there are two figures sitting 
in the stern, one in blue, and the other 
a rather shadowy figure sitting next to 
him or her. 

When I first looked at this picture, I 
thought it was my boat. I thought that 
the scene represented my anxieties, 
fears and confusions. I thought of the 
way that my feeling of aloneness is, on a 
good day, alleviated by knowing that 
Jesus is in my boat, and on a very good 
day, knowing that he has his hand on 
the tiller. 

A small boat on a choppy sea: it 
should be a picture of vulnerability, one 
which might remind us of the Breton 
fisherman’s prayer: 

Dear God, be good to me. The sea is so 
wide and my boat is so small. 

But when I spent a little more time 
with the picture, I noticed that the boat 
seems rather large in relation to the 
scene. It is in the foreground, strong 
and steady, and the sail is luminous and 
bright. Both figures look straight ahead. 
And although the sea is rough and the 
wind gusts strongly, there’s something 
remarkably serene about the passage of 



waves. 

And the more I look at the picture, 
the more I wonder whether it isn’t Jesus’ 
boat, not mine. There’s a gleam of light 
on the shoulder of the figure who has 
his hand on the tiller, and it’s the same 
gleam which plays on the mast. 

Perhaps Jesus found me wandering on 
the dockside, and invited me to step on 
board. He’s not proposed an immediate 
destination. He seems to say to me that 



it. Nor has he promised anything about 
the weather or the sea conditions. We 
could be on this boat together for a long 
time, and who knows how long the 
stormy conditions will last and how 
queasy my stomach will get? But at least 
with two of us aboard there will be one 
to steer and one to bail. 

I am reminded of another boat, 
another sea, after a hard day’s work. 
Jesus gave way to exhaustion and slept. 



The storm rose, his disciples panicked. 
Finally they lost their nerve completely. 
Jesus, we’re about to drown. Don’t you care ? 
And Jesus woke and with a word 
reduced the raging wind and sea to a 
dead calm. A supernatural stillness 
descended. Why were you afraid ? Have 
you still no faith? And then they were 
really frightened. Who was this man? 

Follow me, he says, come and see. 
Wherever we hear him call, we have a 

1 It is none other than the 
Lord of the universe who is 
in the boat with us....’ 



decision to make. It’s a risk to say yes, 
but if we do, and step into the boat and 
cast off, we head out on a new 
adventure. Sometimes the waves will be 
just a gentle swell, the winds light and 
pleasant, and land will be in sight. 

Sometimes the wind will drop and 
we’ll be becalmed for a while, and it will 
all seem a little dull and pointless. And 
sometimes the clouds will build, the 
wind get up, the rain start to fall in big 
drops, faster and faster, and the sky light 
up with electricity. 

But that figure by our side, who sits so 
close, has his hand on the tiller. And 
when we realise that it is none other 
than the Lord of the Universe who is in 
the boat with us, that the boat is his and 
he knows where it is headed, then we 
can hold on and enjoy the ride. 

The Revd Olivia Graham is Parish 
Development Adviser for the Dorchester 
Archdeaconry. 



October prayer diary compiled by John Manley 



(The following is for guidance only, please feel free to adapt to local conditions and, if you wish, produce your own deanery prayer diaries.) 



Pray to the Father through the Son in the 
power of the Spirit for: 

SAT 1 Abingdon team: clergy Charles 
Miller, Tim Davis, Paul Smith, Keith 
Dunnett, Pamela Shirras, Timothy Hewes, 
Janet Taft, Laura Hodges, Jitesh Patel, Jane 
Baun, Simon Thorn, Sok-Han Yong, Peter 
Bennett; LLMs Barry Taylor, Colin Wood, 
Tony Richmond, Anne Taylor, David Lever, 
Nick McLeish, Derek Walker, Alan Wallis; 
youth pastor Lawrance Sharma, children’s 
coordinator Valerie Challis. Abingdon St 
Nicolas (VC) School. 

MON 3 All who teach and learn at the 
institutions of higher education: Oxford 
University, Oxford Brookes University, 
Reading University, Buckinghamshire 
Chilterns University College. 

TUE 4 Appleton and Besselsleigh: clergy 
Lyn Sapwell. Appleton (VA) School. 

WED 5 Cumnor: clergy Geoff Maughan, 
Helen Azer, Pat Bhutta, Jean Pryce- 
Williams; LLMs Neil Grady, David 
Henderson-Slater, Eve Lockett, Terry 
Sharp, Brian Dent, Martin French; youth 
minister Ruth Hulse. Cumnor (VC) School. 

THU 6 Fyfield with Tubney and Kingstone 
Bagpuize: clergy David Pickering; LLM Ian 
Benstead. 

FRI 7 Kennington: clergy Pam McKellen, 
Em Coley, Kevin Wright, Glynis Beckett, 
Tony Johnson, Peter Stanway. Kennington 
St Swithun’s (VC) School. 

SAT 8 Marcham with Garford: clergy 
Richard Zair; youth/children’s worker Jill 
Rowe. Marcham (VC) School. 

MON 10 Radley with Sunningwell: clergy 



Pam McKellen, Em Coley, Kevin Wright, 
Glynis Beckett; LLMs Sue Sowden, Martha 
Young. Radley (VC) and Sunningwell (VC) 
Schools. 

TUE 11 Shippon: The leadership team and 
congregation of Shippon. 

WED 12 Drayton: clergy Rebecca Peters, 
Rosemary Bruce. 

THU 13 Steventon with Milton: clergy 
Colin Patching; LLM Jack Jarvis. Steventon 
St Michael’s (VC) and St Blaise (VC) 
Schools. 

FRI 14 Sutton Courtenay with Appleford: 

clergy Helen Kendrick; LLM Tim Budd. 
Sutton Courtenay (VC) School. 

SAT 15 Wootton and Dry Sandford: clergy 
Jon Williams, Philip Tovey, Jenni Williams. 
Wootton Boars Hill (VA) School. 

MON 17 Amersham on the Hill: clergy 
Diana Glover, Peter Binns, Alan Crawley, 
Sharon Roberts, Pippa Soundy 

TUE 18 Amersham with Coleshill: clergy 
Tim Harper, Caroline Symcox; LLMs Tim 
Barnard, David Robinson, Ian Morgan. 
Amersham St Mary’s (VA) and Coleshill 
(VC) Schools. 

WED 19 Beaconsfield: clergy Jeremy 
Brooks, Camilla Walton, Carolynn 
Croisdale-Appleby, Cassa Messervy; LLM 
Hazel Chow. Beaconsfield St Mary & All 
Saints (VA) School. 

THU 20 Chalfont St Giles: clergy Tim 
Stacey, Angela Thompson. 

FRI 21 Chalfont St Peter: clergy Charles 
Overton, Wendy Graham, Maggie Rode, 



Jim King, Nigel Rode. Chalfont St Peter 
Academy. 

SAT 22 Chenies and Little Chalfont, 
Latimer and Flaunden: clergy David Allsop, 
Jo Gallant, Ruth Boughton; LLM Pat 
Ansell. Amersham Common St George 
(VC) School. 

MON 24 Chesham Bois: clergy Huw 
Davies, Jamie Murray, Christopher Clare, 
Rob Baker; LLMs Jackie Lambert, Averil 
Stephenson; children’s worker Vikki Burton 
and the youth pastor. Chesham Bois (VC) 
School. 

TUE 25 Denham: clergy Adrian Hirst; LLM 
Emeritus Joyce Tearall. 

WED 26 Gerrards Cross and Fulmer: 

clergy Martin Williams, Phil Mann, Meyrick 
Beebee, James Leach, Shawn Swinney; 
LLM John Hedley; lay workers Christoph 
Lindner, Di Rowlandson; children’s worker 
Edda Lindner. Gerrards Cross (VA) School. 

THU 27 Great Chesham team: clergy 
Simon Cansdale, John Shepherd, Tim 
Yates, Hilary Wilson, Matt Coles; women’s 
and community worker Sarah Shelley, 
evangelist Andrew Patterson; LLMs Jean 
Corfield, Don Sanderson (emeritus); youth 
worker Jenny Davies; lay worker Hilary 
Unwin. The Chiltern Hills Academy. 

FRI 28 Penn & Tylers Green: clergy Mike 
Bisset; LLM Beth Wili, David Carter. 

SAT 29 Penn Street: clergy William 
Mason, Cathy Smith. Curzon (VA) School. 

MON 31 Seer Green and Jordans: clergy 
Gaenor Hockey; LLM Linda West. Seer 
Green (VA) School. 



Sundays 

I too [Luke] decided ' after investigating everything 
carefully from the very first , to write an orderly account 
for you, most excellent Theophilus, so that you may 
know the truth concerning the things about which you 
have been instructed. (Luke 1.3,4 NRSV) 

SUNDAY 2 15 ^ after Trinity Abingdon Deanery: Area Dean 
Pam McKellen, lay chair Neil Rowe, secetary John Thomson, 
treasurer Gordon Brown. The people, wardens, PCCs and 
support staff of the deanery. The diocese of St Asaph 
(Wales). 

SUNDAY 9 16 ^ after Trinity Local government councillors 
and staff serving the people of the Deanery of Abingdon. The 
diocesan Board of Mission (including Social Responsibility 
and Pastoral Care). The diocese of Swaziland (Southern 
Africa). 

SUNDAY 16 1 7^ after Trinity Amersham Deanery: Area 
Dean Derrick Carr, lay chair Don Sanderson, secretary 
Dorothy Potter, treasurer Julie Dziegiel, ecumenical 
representative Tim Harper; the people, wardens, PCCs and 
support staff of the deanery. The diocese of Tasmania (extra- 
provincial of Australia). 

SUNDAY 23 Last after Trinity All involved in deepening their 
Christian faith during courses being run this Autumn. The 
Anglican Observer and staff at the United Nations in New 
York and the Anglican Advisory Team in Geneva. The 
diocese of The Murray (S. Australia). 

SUNDAY 30 before Advent Local government 
councillors and staff serving the people of the deaneries of 
Abingdon and Amersham. The diocese of Toronto (Ontario, 
Canada). 
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News 



Reading remembers 9/11 




Send the message in a bauble 




A CAMPAIGN to make the UK’s 20 million Christmas trees a 
bit more meaningful this December has been launched. The 
campaign is in response to news that 46 per cent of people say 
Jesus is irrelevant to their celebration of Christmas. 

To help parents, grandparents and godparents communicate 
the Christmas story to the next generation, The Meaningful 
Chocolate Company, which was behind the Real Easter Egg 
campaign earlier this year, has produced the UK’s first ever 
interactive set of chocolate Fairtrade tree decorations, based on 
the characters of the Nativity story. The Real Easter Egg proved 
a huge success nationally after it was piloted in the Diocese of 
Oxford last year. 

Each box contains a limited edition Christmas card, a sticker 
set and six hand wrapped, high quality, Fairtrade chocolate 
decorations. The Christmas story, which can be found on the 
card, enables adults or children to read the story while placing 
character stickers on the decorations. Once completed, the 
decorations can be hung on the tree as a reminder of the real 
meaning of Christmas. The Meaningful Christmas Tree 
Decorations cost £3.95. Church orders can be made through 
www.MeaningfulChristmas.co.uk or exclusively from Traidcraft. 
Orders should be made by 14 November 2011 as supplies are 
limited. 



St George’s celebrates 140th anniversary 



CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE 

Peter’s, Iver. 

Jim said: “They were asked if 
local churches would provide 
someone to be a chaplain to 
their local fire station. In 1997 
the chaplaincy had 16 fire 
stations covered out of 21. 
Obviously since then people 
have retired and moved away 
and three years ago we went 
down to just four stations 



Bishop John has an unusual 
before-breakfast engagement on 
Monday 17 October. He’s 
volunteered to sing first thing - as 
one member of a huge informal 
chorus marking the International 
Day for the Eradication of 
Poverty. 

In recent years, tens of 
thousands of schoolchildren, 
teachers, parents and 
parishioners have taken part in 
the Justl Stand Up Against 
Poverty organised by Hugh 
Gibbons, a Christian Aid and 
CAFOD volunteer in Bracknell. 
This has been a contribution to 
the annual global call for social 
justice, supported by nearly 200 
million people in more than 100 
countries. Many schools have 
found a few minutes to affirm 
the Justl Promises to the Poor, 
based on the Millennium 
Development Goals. 

For this year, Hugh has created 
something new to let even more 
people be in tune - a short and 
simple song called Count On Us. 
“It takes about 30 seconds to 
learn the tune, and three 
minutes to stand up, speak up, 
sing out, reach out, and shout 
out against poverty - with 
actions. So it’s a useful 
complement to other RE and 
PSHE activities,” he said. 

The huge ecumenical chorus 



covered, but we are now up to 12. 

“They are all Christians from 
all denominations: Anglican, 
Baptist, Pentecostal and the 
Salvation Army. They went along 
to support firefighters after 
Kings Cross and more recently 
they went to help during the 
Russell Square bombings in 
London 2005. They were there 
to give them comfort and just to 
be there.” 



includes leaders such as Bishop 
John as well as hundreds in 
school assemblies - Crowthorne 
CofE Primary and Ranelagh 
School in Bracknell being 
among the first to sign up. 

Hugh’s website includes not 
only the words and basic tune, 
but arrangements for piano, 
orchestral strings, rock 
ensembles, and wind bands, and 
a simple on-line registration 
form so that he can get an idea 
of those taking part. 

He says: “Sing Out has also 
opened many doors. It’s been 
good to have the 
encouragement from the 
National Society, Sing Up, 
diocesan education teams, Girl 
Guides, the Church Army in 
New Zealand - and even the 
British Antarctic Survey for a 
most southerly singer. In 
Australia, a Catholic diocese 
justice and peace group have 
asked to use the material for the 
50,000 students who’ve 
previously joined in with their 
own Stand Up.” 



You can also Sing the Song for 
a pound in person or by phone 
to friends, neighbours and work 




For more see 

www.justl.org. uksingout 
againstpoverty or email 
hugh.gibbons@justl.org.uk 



IN July 1871 a church was built 
at Tylers Hill, near Chesham, on 
land given by Lord Chesham. 

During 2011 the 140th 
anniversary of this event has 
been celebrated in a variety of 
ways. 

Bishop John joined the 
congregation for an Anniversary 
Thanksgiving Service and party. 
Other events have included a 
talk and exhibition on the 
history of the church, a concert 
by the Germains Male Voice 
Choir and the Bible in Bloom - a 



flower festival to celebrate the 
400th anniversary of the King 
James Bible and the St George’s 
140th anniversary. 

The celebrations have also led 
to outreach in the community. 

A book has been published 
called The Church by the Woods, 
giving an insight into the history 
and people of St George’s 
Church, price £7.50 (including 
postage and packing) . 

For further details contact 
Miss G. Glenister on 01494 
786653. 



IN BRIEF 



Calls for Better 
housing 

Following a recent report linking 
inadequate housing to serious ill 
health, international Christian 
charity Habitat for Humanity, 
based in Banbury, Oxfordshire, is 
calling for urgent public support 
in improving housing conditions 
worldwide. 

A report published by the 
World Health Organisation in 
June this year showed that 
inadequate housing is 
responsible for more than 
100,000 annual deaths in 
Europe alone. 

The report drew on evidence 
showing a direct link between 
the quality of a home and the 
health of its residents, and 
corroborates the findings of 
Habitat for Humanity’s Shelter 
Report published on World 
Habitat Day, October 2010. 

Habitat for Humanity has 
projects working with families in 
80 countries worldwide to 
improve their housing conditions. 

To donate to Habitat for 
Humanity go to 

www.habitatforhumanity.org. uk/d 
onate or text Home02 and the 
amount you want to donate (£1 , 
£2, £3, £4, £5 or £1 0) to 
70070. 



Host a student? 

ARE you staying at home for 
Christmas? Would you open 
your home and share Christmas 
with an overseas student who 
would otherwise be stuck at an 
almost deserted UK university? 

HOST invites you to give 
Christmas, perhaps for the first 
time in their life, to someone who 
is a guest in this country, who 
would love to experience your 
way of life and make your stay- 
at-home Christmas special. 
HOST will match you with one or 
two guests to suit your 
household. See www.hostuk.org 
or call your local voluntary 
organiser Rosemary Clegg on 
01235 868047. 



Bible alive 

St Michael and All Angels, 
Amersham on the Hill, will be 
marking Bible Sunday by having 
the lectionary readings from the 
King James version, instead of 
the NRSV, to mark the 400th 
anniversary of the Kinq James 
Bible. 

At 8am there will be a prayer 
book Holy Communion service (a 
one-off departure from Common 
Worship Order One) and at both 
Sunday Eucharists, at 8am and 
1 0am, the preacher will be Joy 
Tobler, one of St Michael's 
congregation who was a member 
of Wycliffe Bible Translators. 



Event cancellation 

THE Making Disciples event on 
Saturday 26 November in High 
Wycombe has been cancelled. 



Bishop takes historic event in his stride 




Bishop John chats to the Dean of Christ Church, the Very Revd 
Christopher Lewis (left) and Charles Baker, Chair of the 
Oxfordshire Historic Churches Trust at the 2011 Ride and 
Stride, www.justgiving.com/bishopofoxford Photo KT Bruce 



Global choir to Stand Up against poverty 
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erasinghell 

francis chan & preston sprinkle 



In this groundbreaking new book, Fran- 
cis Chan and Preston Sprinkle take on 
the topic of hell and our eternal desti- 
ny, with a sense of humility and a deep 
respect for the inspired Word of God. 
They will address questions such os 
"Will everyone be saved?” and "Does 
God Get What He Wants in the End?" os 
well os reviewing in depth, everything 
Jesus said about Hell, 

"This book is a model of careful bib- 
lical scholarship, providing fresh light 
from the Jewish context of the New 
Testament They also write as pastors 
seeking to provide wisdom for minis- 
try, enabling the people of God to em- 
body the love of God for the world.” 
-Timothy Gombis, Associate Profes- 
sor of New Testament, Grand Rapids 
Theological Seminary 



"Francis and Preston accurately and 
clearly reflect the biblical teaching on 
heaven, hell and the eternal destiny 
of everyone who ever Jived. They pro- 
vide a timely reminder that we don't 
define God, but he reveals himself to 
us In the pages of Scripture." 

- Tremper Longman, Robert H. Gun- 
dry Professor of Biblical Studies, 
Westmont College 

erasing hell 

Francis Chan 

RRP £8.99 

St Andrew’s price £7.50 







St Andrew’s bookshops 

books change lives.. 



a 



We have been serving local 
churches for over 50 years, 
wsai* ij ranC h to find 

_jr expertise can equip 
& resource you and your church. 

Great Missenden 

61 - 65 High Street 
HP16 0AL 
01494 862168 

High Wycombe 

All Saints, 8 Castle Street 

HP136RF 

01494 5255 11 

Oxford 

57c St Clements 
0X4 1AG 
01865 247567 

Witney 
31 High Street 
0X28 6HP 
01993 709429 

Wolverton 

50 Church St 
MK12 5JW 
01908 221331 



Mail Order 01494 863950 

www.standrewsbookshop.co. uk 
»C- - - 



■v 



For our other branches visit 
www.standrewsbookshQpco.uk 



Christmas is coming! 

Advent Candles, Nativities, advent 
calendars and Christmas cards 
now in stock! 

K 



Exclusive 

theDoor 

Discount 



10 % off full price 
Christmas Cards.* 



t 



Bring this voucher into your local 
St Andrew’s Bookshop to receive 
10% off full price Christmas 
Cards. 

" Hi;* & Nwl Lu uUtid Hi 

CDrtjunajon with a^y other offer Valid unut 



t 



See in store for our full range of great Christmas products! 
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Bling marks Christmas campaign 




Churchads.net is asking UK churches to skull. ChurchAds.net is asking individuals 
support its 2011 Christmas poster which re- and churches to make a donation to a 
casts the nativity scene with trendy twenty National Christmas Advertising fund, 
somethings and designer fashions. The aim is to raise enough money to 

The shepherds are represented by a cover the placing of posters at bus stops, 
cycle courier and plasterer. The Wise buy airtime for specially commissioned 
men are shown as three successful radio ads, and for the first time ever buy 
entrepreneurs and their gifts are iconic colour ads in national and regional 
‘treasures’ of modern culture: a newspapers. 

Swarovski crystal perfume bottle, a Visit www.christmasstarts.com to make a 
Faberge egg and a replica Damian Hirst donation. 



New Chaplain joins Academy 



John Madejski Academy in Hartland Road 
Whitley has appointed a full-time chaplain 
in one of the first appointments of its kind 
in the country. 

The Principal Ms Catherine Shaw had a 
good experience of school chaplaincy at 
her previous school and with the full 
backing of her governors found funding 
for this post and in liaison with the 
Bishop of Reading, the Archdeacon of 
Berkshire, and the Area Dean of 
Reading selected the Revd Pete Jarvis. 

Pete was a team vicar in Thatcham at St 
Barnabas Church and as well as being a 
parish priest also spent part of his 
working week at Kennet School in 
Thatcham, working as a chaplain. 



The role is brand new, will involve 
pastoral work in the school and will play 
a key part in the school’s desire to link 
closely with its local community. 

The Academy is now a key institution in 
Whitley and local people are very 
appreciative of the impact it is making in 
the education of local children and the 
way it partners with companies and other 
groups locally. 

Pete will link with St Agnes Church in 
Northumberland Avenue on Sundays. 
Schools chaplaincy is well established in 
UK public schools and church schools 
but in state schools and academies it is 
much rarer. 



IN BRIEF 



Yellow Braces turns 40 

This years 'Yellow Braces' Diocesan Camp 
for young people was a great weekend of 
faith, fun and food with teenagers and 
leaders from across the Diocese. 

Yellow Braces has now been going for 
around 40 years and ahead of next years 
event (6-8 July) we're hoping to find 
stories and pictures from 40 years of the 
camp. 

If you have stories or pictures, we'd love 
to hear from you. Contact Ian Macdonald on 
ian.macdonald@oxford.anglican.org or call 
01865 790470 with your stories. 



Free resources for Bible 
Sunday 

THE Bible Reading Fellowship has 
produced a Bible Reading Resource Pack, 
offering churches a range of ideas for 
promoting regular Bible reading. 

The free pack includes all-age service 
ideas, a sermon idea, details about BRF 
Bible reading notes, including posters, 
catalogues, a church newsletter sheet and 
sample copies of the Bible reading notes. 

The pack also includes BRF’s Bible 
Reading Survey questionnaire, which aims 
to understand Bible reading habits in UK 
churches today. 

The pack is available free of charge from 
BRF 

Email enquiries@brf.org.uk or call 01 865 
319700. 




If you are looking for gifts that express 
care, thoughtfulness and uniqueness, 
look no further. If you want to know that 
your purchases have real value, 
Createdgifts.org is the place for you to 
shop. Each item reflects the creativity 
and skill of the craft worker who made it. 
Every purchase made represents a 
personal connection between you and 
that individual. Individuals like Alberto 
Marcapina. 

Alberto and his wife Sirci left the 
Ayacucho region of Peru some 20 years 
ago to escape the hostilities of terrorism 
in the area. Arriving in the capital, Lima, 
he brought with him the family tradition of 
ceramic work and set up a small 
workshop, quickly gaining a reputation for 
high quality. This matchbox-size nativity is 
just one of their creative and popular 
designs. 

Alberto and Sirci enjoy using their 
business to offer employment to young 
people to help support their studies and 
single mothers, many of whom would be 
ordinarily be restricted to menial jobs. 

Created has now been selecting beautiful, 
high-quality gifts for you to give to friends, 
family and loved ones for over 
35 years. Every purchase from Created 




Fine furniture for church and home 

Ronald Emett 

01308 868025 ronald@emett.co.uk 

Visit me at 

www.ronaldemettfurniture.com 



CHURCH PEWS 
UNCOMFORTABLE? 

WHY NOT TRY SAFEFOAM’S TOP QUALITY 
UPHOLSTERED FOAM PEW CUSHIONS? 
Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green, 

Hoghton, Preston PR5 OSN 
www.safefoam.co.uk Freephone 0800 015 44 33 
Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class mail 
When phoning please quote TD1011 



MELROSE BOOKS 


III 


Established li 

„ m SFEK 


m 

SNEW 
DRIFTS IN 
JBIECIS 

ontact 
if:TD ) 

igeshire CB7 4GG 

iG08 

)ooks.co.uk 


ALLS* 

For an appraisal c 
Melrose Books (Re 
StThomas 1 Place, Ely, Cambric 

Telephom 

01353 64£ 

Email: infoOmelroset 


To Advertise Call 

01752 225623 




means people in need have valuable 
employment, a fair price and a better 
future. 

Visit www.createdgifts.org to browse 
and make use of the voucher below or 
request a catalogue by calling 
0845 218 3960. 




gifts for all occasions 




OFF 



when you spend £45 or 
more online at 
www.createdgifts.org 

Enter code DDRT at checkout 



Valid until 31st December 2011. Only 
redeemable against purchases via website. 
Voucher not exchangeable for cash or credit 
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Spotlight on... 




Over 300 apple varieties 
on M 26 (8ft) and many on M 27 (4ft) 
Patio Trees Upright Gordons Family Trees of Cherry, 
Plum, Apple, Pear, Peach and so much more! 



Send for latest 
Catalogue loads of offers 



DEACONS NURSERY 



Godshill, Isle of Wight P038 3HW 
01983 840750 (24hrs) 

Tel: 01983 522243 Fax: 01983 523575 



Email: info@deacDnsnurseryfruitscD.uk 
or visit our website 



www.deaconsnurseryfmitsco.uk 



To Advertise 
Call 

01752 

225623 



FOR SALE - HAMPTON MANOR 

Set in mature grounds of 2 % acres amidst the tranquil 
countryside of the Tamar Valley which borders Devon 
and Cornwall, this beautiful Christian family home has 
5 double bedrooms; 4 bathrooms; 3 large reception 
rooms; large kitchen, pantry and conservatory. 

An annex contains an office; small chapel; conference 
room - popular with church groups, but doubles as a 
games room; a garage and 3 accommodation units 
which could provide extra income - as could a small 
barn in the 1 acre paddock. 

Offers I.R.O. £825,000 
For details, please phone 01579370494 or e-mail 
hamptonmanor@supanet.com 



Tired of Watching 
Christians Living Broken 
Lives? Learn How You 
Can Change That! 



www.NeverEverTheSame.com/training 



Ellel Ministries +44 (0) 1252 797 340 




For your events catering 

Alice's Kitchen provides a range of quality catering 
services. From Dinner parties, to Canapes, Buffets 
(hot and cold), Barbecues and Children's parties. 

For more details tel: 07739 213666 
E: a ma rples@hotmail.co.uk 
www.aliceskitchen.co.uk 



Ace Defence 



‘Prevent Roof Lead 
Theft Today’ 




■ SprdaMsl Cfiuncfi BHwr 
Al.irrn liiv.t.1 Ilf f*l 

■ Wlnrlr^ Vidro Smsors 

■ iFuIfy Mnnilrirrd 74/7 

■ Slr-en jnd Strobe Activation 

■ Key Holder /Rolice Re hpume 

■ R-dpid LlHpl'jyin eril 

■ Remcrie Vulnerable Property 
Call loday ki i a free suivey 

0800 084 2353 

W-rh slfr- w.VhV .irrvdr'f-rrdrf rnm 



Customer friendly 

design & print 

For all your business needs 

• Business Stationery • Brochures 
• Leaflets • Websites 

Fora competitive quote and 
great customer service 

Tel: 01752 225623 

service@cornerstonevision.com 




Legacies 



Make a will 

The Door on how including 
your church or chosen charity 
in your will could make a 
difference for generations to 
come. 

I N Aylesbury one charily that started 
over 300 years ago with a legacy of 
£300 now provides 40 units of 
accommodation for elderly and 
vulnerable people. The Thomas Hickman 
Charity was started up when GP, Thomas 
Hickman, left the funds in his will for the 
benefit of the people of Aylesbury. 

Now with more than £44m assets, the 
trust is able to help people in many 
different circumstances. Father Shane 
Wood, Team Rector of St Mary’s, 
Aylesbury, is in charge of the charity. He 
said: “Our last application was from a 40- 
year-old woman who had until Christmas 
to live. She wanted to go home but 
couldn’t until they put a life line in for 
her. We paid the cost of the BT line and 
a lap top so that she can keep in touch 
with her family.” 

The trust’s properties range from 
purpose built bungalows to apartments. 

It has two separate areas of support - 
housing for people over 60 and in need 
in Aylesbury, through to helping people 
stay in their own homes, replacing 
double glazing or meet other needs. 

A £100,000 legacy kickstarted the 
fundraising for a £lm 
redevelopment at Holy Trinity, 
Aylesbury. 

A house left to the church was sold for 
that sum, and the money meant the 
church could complete work on a new 
tower, foyer and extension. That was 
completed in 2009 and now the church 
is focusing on phase two, to sort out its 
main worship space with better heating, 
roof insulation and PA equipment - a 
project that could cost up to £100,000. 

W ork has now begun on the new 
building at Emmanuel Bicester. 
Of the funds raised for the 



, make a difference 




£1.75m building in Bure Park, some was 
from a legacy. 

Foundation work began in 2009, and 
that first stage was recently blessed by 
the Archbishop of Canterbury. The next 
phase began last week and steel for the 
structure is expected to arrive before the 
beginning of October. 

The vicar, the Revd Chris Boyce, who 
retired last month after nine years as a 
pioneer minister in Bicester, said: “We 
had already laid the foundations and the 
Archbishop of Canterbury has blessed 
them. We had a very generous legacy 
that has helped with the cost of the 
building.” 

Emmanuel will officially become a 
parish church on 1 October. Previously it 
was officially classed as a conventional 
district. Chris said the new status will 
make it more established as a church. 

“Its parish boundary goes further than 
Bure Park, over to the Southwold Estate 
and means that a team vicar 
appointment will follow when I leave.” 



A gift left 
in the 
will of 

Eric Rands has 
helped fund a 
support worker 
for families of 
children from 
All Saints CE 
Primary School 
on the Norreys Esate, Wokingham in 
Berkshire. 

Families who may be facing debt, 
eviction and relationship problems are 
among those who are being helped by 
support worker, Sue Maguire (above) . 
Sue is employed by Parents and 
Children Together, PACT, a family 
support charity with close links to the 
Diocese of Oxford. As previously 
reported, Sue believes her role to be 
unique as she works with some of the 
most vulnerable families of about 250 
children. For more details see 
www.pactcharity.org. 



Will Aid - how to do it 



W ill Aid is a professional 
charity will-making 
scheme. It is a 
partnership between 
solicitors and nine UK 
charities. During November, 
participating solicitors will draw up 
basic wills without charging their usual 
fee. Instead they will ask their Will Aid 
clients to donate a sum equivalent to 
the usual fee. 

The suggested minimum donation 
level is £40 for a codicil, £85 for a single 
will and £125 for a pair of mirror wills. 
Last November was Will Aid’s most 
successful campaign ever, with around 
£1.5 million raised in just a few short 
weeks by Will Aid solicitors all over the 
UK. 

They helped more than 19,000 
people make or update their wills. The 
money donated is shared between the 



participating charities: ActionAid, Age 
UK, British Red Cross, Christian Aid, 
NSPCC, Save the Children, Sightsavers, 
SCIAF and Trocaire. Since its launch in 
1988, the scheme has raised more than 
£9m in donations and much more in 
legacies, promised charities, including 
churches. In 2010 60 Christian Aid 
supporters decided to use the 
opportunity to remember Christian Aid 
in their Will. 

“Christian Aid’s share of Will Aid 
donations is now about £200,000 per 
year - making a fantastic contribution 
to our work with poor communities 
around the world. Over the long term, 
it makes an even bigger difference - as 
many people who use Will Aid also 
choose to remember our work with a 
gift in their will after first remembering 
family and friends. 

“It is appropriate that as supporters 



here plan their own legacies by writing 
a Will, they help our partners overseas 
leave a legacy of hope and opportunity 
in the communities where they work,” 
says Colin Kemp, Christian Aid Head of 
Legacies. 

For more information about Will Aid, 
call your local Christian Aid Legacy 
Officer Alison Knight on 0121 288 
3419, or Will Aid on 0300 0300 013 or 
go directly to www.willaid.org.uk . 

Workshops on encouraging legacies 
have been taking place across the 
Oxford Diocese. The next ones are at 
St Mary’s Church, Burghfield, on 
October 4, St Michael’s, Tilehurst on 
November 9, Christ the Cornerstone, 
Milton Keynes November 21 and St 
Peter and St Paul’s Church, Olney, on 
November 22. To book a place email 
carolyn.main@oxford.anglican.org or 
call 01865 208257. 
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Opening the Bible 



time for laughing 



A 



Wondering questions 



O ne hot summer afternoon, 
Abraham was resting at the 
entrance to his tent, when he 
suddenly saw three men standing nearby. 
He got up and ran to meet them. ‘Please 
come into my home where I can serve 
you,’ he said. ‘You need water, food, rest 
and shade.’ 

‘Thank you. We’d love to rest a while 
and eat with you,’ they answered. This is 
the story of what happened when 
Abraham had visitors that day. Abraham 
went inside to find Sarah. ‘Hurry!’ he 
said. ‘We have guests.’ 

Sarah and the servants rushed 
around, preparing food and meat. They 
feasted on yoghurt and milk, meat and 
bread. ‘Where is your wife, Sarah?’ one 
of the men asked. ‘She’s right there 
inside the tent,’ answered Abraham. 

One of the guests was the Lord God. 
He said, ‘I’ll come back this time next 
year and, when I do, Sarah will have a 
baby son.’ Sarah was listening. She and 
Abraham had longed for a child but 
they were now both very old and Sarah 
was well past the age for having children. 
She couldn’t help laughing. God heard 
her laugh and asked, ‘Why did Sarah 
laugh? Does she doubt that she can have 
a child in her old age? I am God! There 
is nothing too difficult for me.’ 

Sarah was very frightened when she 
heard this, so she lied: ‘I didn’t laugh.’ 
But he answered, ‘Yes, you did!’ 



The Lord God kept his promise and 
Sarah did have a son. She was so happy 
that she laughed once again. Abraham 
was 100 years old when Isaac was born 
and Sarah said, ‘God has made me 
laugh. Now everyone will laugh with 
me.’ 



W onder together about which 
part of the story you like the 
best. Was there a part you 
didn’t like very much? What were the 
different times when Sarah laughed? 



C hat together about your favourite 
sound. Perhaps it is the sound of 
people laughing, especially 
children. Chat together about God’s 
sense of humour. Chat about the world 
around us and the things in it — about 
the fact that God has made so many 
amazing, wonderful and humorous 
things. What do you think is the most 
humorous thing God has made? 

Can you remember what has made 
you laugh the loudest and longest? 
Think about the really big laugh that 
some people call a ‘belly-laugh’, which 
makes your whole body shake, tears 



come to your eyes and your tummy 
muscles ache. When does that happen 
for you? 

Have you ever been in trouble for 
getting the ‘giggles’ at the wrong time? 

There is a special word for the study 
of laughter. It’s ‘gelatology’. There are 
scientists who study laughter, what it is 
and why it matters. They are called 
‘gelatologists’. Gelatologists have found 
out some really interesting facts. For 
example, they think that our ancestors 
first laughed before they could 
communicate with words. Also, they have 
discovered that babies have the ability to 
laugh long before they have the ability 
to speak. They have noticed that 
laughter is contagious: it spreads to 
other people. Laughter enables us to 
bond with other people, it can relieve 
stress and pain, and absolutely everyone 
has the ability to do it. 

Perhaps it’s no surprise that the Bible 
mentions laughter. Chat about different 
times and ways that laughter is shared 
and used, in good ways and in not-so- 
good ways. 

Perhaps you’ve thought of some 
times when laughter is used in ways that 
hurt and upset people, or you’ve noticed 
that sometimes people laugh when 
they’re nervous. Have you ever laughed 
when someone else has made a mistake 
and then got into trouble for it? Are you 
able to laugh at your own mistakes and 
sillinesses? 



Capturing the 
question 



! 



at would you most like to ask 
God about the subject of 
laughter? 



O ne day, when Abraham was 99 
years old, God appeared to him 
and they talked together. God 
promised him that if he obeyed God, 
God would keep his solemn promise to 
give him more descendants than could 
be counted. 

Abraham was very close to God and 
always listened to what God had to say, 
but how could this be? Sarah was 90 
years old. How could she have a child? 
Abraham started to laugh. God must 



‘Laughing and having fun is crazy. What 
good does it do?’ 

Ecclesiastes 2:2 



‘God will bless you people who are 
crying. You will laugh!’ 

Luke 6:21 



H ow do the following Bible verses 
help or hinder us in our 
thinking about laughter? 



‘In heaven the Lord laughs as he sits on 
his throne, making fun of the nations.’ 
Psalm 2:4 



Win a copy of Side by Side with God 



THE Door has three copies of Side by Side with God to give 
away in our September prize draw. 

The book invites churches and families to use a simple 
retelling of stories from the Bible as the basis for helping 
children to think more deeply about a wide range of everyday 
topics. There are 28 story-based sessions, each one featuring 
one of the times and seasons outlined in Ecclesiastes 3: 1 - 8. 

For the chance to win, simply send your name and address to 
Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey Lane, Oxford, 0X2 
ONB. The closing date for entries is Friday, October 14. 

Turn to page 15 to read a review of the book. 






Family 



Bible links 



Digging deeper 



have got it wrong! But God was totally 
sure. Sarah would have a son and his 
name would be Isaac. Abraham did 
everything he could to obey God. 
Patiently, obediently, he waited to see 
what would happen. 

Think about the way Abraham 
laughed in this story. Was it different 
from Sarah’s laughter in the other story? 



Chatting with God 



W lien the Israelites went back to 
Jerusalem after a long time in 
slavery, they were so pleased 
that they couldn’t contain their 
happiness. The Bible tells us that they 
celebrated with laughter and joyful 
songs because God had worked miracles 
for them (Psalm 126:2-3). 

Perhaps you can make this your 
prayer today. How will others know that 
you are filled with joy because of what 
God does for you? 

This is an edited extract from Side by Side 
with God in Everyday Life: Helping 
children to grow with God though all 
times by Yvonne Morris (BRF, £7.99 ISBN 
978-1-84101-855-3 ) 



Chatting together 
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New education year 



Deciding on a school for your 
children is a tremendously 
important choice. In many cases a 
child’s primary and secondary 
education can have repercussions 
throughout life. 

With growing concerns surrounding 
much of education in Britain today, it 
should come as little surprise that 




Open DAYS 



St Josephs College Preparatory School 

Thursday S His Oclolwr 20 1 ] ^.15 vmi - |2:l'j pin 
Tlwrccluv 1 rih Msmihcr 201 E. 0:15 am - 12: 1 5 pm 

Sr Joseph's College 

ThuraJiry t>lh October 201 L £>:M pm - <5 00 pm 
Lhiiisdiiy L7ih November JOI I , J pm ■ FiJOpm 

1 1 mrhr J [-Jar /t ikr iljfcTi Fbp. dl til f m 
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Christian schools maintain their 
popularity with parents, providing a 
strong spiritual and moral basis in all 
that they do. The more disciplined 
style of education seems to bear fruit 
and their academic results continue 
to impress and in many cases 
improve. 

Christian schools continue to be 
popular and are approached by 
parents from across the 
denominations, as well as other faiths, 
who wish to ensure that their children 
can enjoy a start to life based on a 
firm foundation. 

Christian Schools, therefore, often 
have waiting lists or entrance 
examinations to help them maintain 
their standards of excellence, or offer 
open days for parents and 
prospective pupils to look around at 
what is on offer. Whilst it may just be 
possible to find a placement for a 
child in the school year that started in 
September most will already be 
looking at the September 201 2 
intake, and there is a strong 
possibility that there may be an Open 
Day to look around your chosen 
school and start planning well in 
advance. Apart from seeing the 



quality of the premises and 
resources, an Open Day gives the 
potential pupil and their parents the 
opportunity to meet some of the staff 
or existing pupils and get a real feel 
of the school. 

It’s a very similar story with further 
education and whilst most students 
will have already decided on a 
University or 
College to attend 
from the autumn 
semester, some 
will still be looking 
for a course and 
others will start 
planning for next 
year. A visit to a 
university or 
college can be of 
benefit to students 
looking for higher 
education. How 
many of us would 
take a job without 
an interview? 

A lot of prayer 
and advice will be 
undertaken in 
deciding what 
path to follow, 



begins 

even when inherent talents seem to 
make the choice a little more obvious. 
For younger Christians the path may 
have already been discussed when 
choosing subjects for A levels. 

However you choose your 
education, remember that there is 
always plenty of advice around to 
help you make those important 
decisions. We never stop learning. 




BLESSED HUGH FARINGDON 
CATHOLIC SCHOOL 
and 6th FORM CENTRE 

Section 48 Inspection “BHF is a good Catholic School, where the 
spiritual and moral formation of young people is a strength” 

Year 7 entry 2012 
OPEN DAY 

THURSDAY 13th OCTOBER 2011 

Morning 9am- 12pm Evening 6.15pm- 8.30pm 



6th Form entry 2012 

SIXTH FORM OPTIONS EVENING 

Thursday 17th November 2011 - 6pm 
Exam results 2011 

A level - A2 pass rate - 100% (24% at A*-A) 

GCSE - Grade C’s and above in English - 68% 

GCSE - Grade C’s and above in Mathematics - 52% 



Fawley Road, Reading RG30 3EP 

www.hughfaringdon.org 

Serving Reading’s Catholic Community since 1958 




Does your son enjoy singing? 

Join us for an informal visit, games and the chance to 
sing in the Cathedral and enjoy being a 

CHORISTER 

Saturday 5th. November 2.30 - 6. 1 5 

Contact Miss Diane Price 01865 242561 
registrar @cccs. org.uk 



Up to 1 00% Fee Assistance 




Many schools, including the 
Dragon, now offer financial 
assistance to help with fees 
in the form of means-tested 
bursaries and awards based 
on ability. At the Dragon, 
needs-based bursaries can 
cover all or a substantial 
portion of the fees for 
boarding or day places. 
Awards of up to half the fees 
are also made to candidates 
chosen on the basis of 
significant promise in their 
academic, sporting or cultural 
abilities. Neither of these 
types of grant has to be 
repaid. 



Find out more about 
these exceptional 
educational opportunities 
on www.dragonschool.org 
and apply now for places in 
Year 4 in September 2012. 



Independent schools have 
not traditionally been the 
exclusive preserve of the 
very wealthy. The Dragon School 
in Oxford, for example, was founded by 
university dons; for many generations 
this preparatory school taught the 



children of academics, teachers and 
clergymen. The school today still has 
pupils from a wide range of 
backgrounds who thrive at this 
outstanding and successful school. The 
real cost of all school fees, however, 
has risen substantially in the last five 
years alone. Significant numbers of 
parents who would have 
made this choice in former 
times cannot do so today. 



CCa breadth of 
academic, cultural and 
sporting education that 
otherwise would not 

have been possible 33 

Parent of Dragon bursary pupil 



DRAGON FOUNDATION FEE ASSISTANCE 

Up to IDQ?£ Bursaries. Year 4 entry 

Up ta Ability Awards, Year 4 to 1 entry 

Boarding & Day places 

ENQUIRE NOW FOR SEPTEMBER £012 



T: 01865 315405 
E: enquiries'.s'draga nschool.org 

www.dragonschool.org 
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Feature 

u-HjjaasKR, ; A Future and a Hope’ 

“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD , plans for welfare and 

not for evil , to give you a future and a hope. ” 





The Revd Dr Micheal 
Beasley, Director of Mission 
on how the Diocese of Oxford 
is helping parishes to seek 
God and plan for the future. 

F or many people, these words 

from the Book of Jeremiah are 
immensely comforting - they 
give a sense of God’s hand on 
our lives, our futures and the 
life of our churches. But if we stop and 
think about these words, as well as 
comfort, they contain challenge. For 
while the Lord may know the plans he 
has for us, this does not necessarily 
mean that we do! In response to this 
challenge, Christians down the ages 
have practised habits of discernment, 
designed to help them seek out God’s 
plans. 

Such discernment usually has a 
number of elements: listening to God in 
prayer, reading the Bible and worship 
and testing the conclusions we come to - 
do they bring life, joy and peace, or not? 
Finally, discernment usually works best 
when it’s something we do together, in 
the life of community, asking God’s 
Spirit to be with us as our guide. 

‘We were delighted to meet 
together as a family . 5 



Discerning God’s plans for the future 
is a priority for the parish of St 
Andrew’s, Hagbourne, near Didcot in 
the Berkshire Archdeaconry. The parish 
is one of six in the Churn Benefice and 
its people have been asking “What does 
God want us to do? How should we 
shape our future? Of all the different 
things that we could do, which are the 
most important?” To help answer these 
questions, a group of 21 adults and six 
young people from the parish met at the 
end of August for a morning of 
discernment. 



Reflecting on the day, churchwarden 
John Allen Jones said: “We were 
delighted to meet together as a family.” 
To help the process, the parish called on 
the services of Director of Mission, 
Michael Beasley and one of the team of 
Diocesan Missioners; the Revd David 
Picken, Rector of All Saints Church in 
High Wycombe. 

Often such discussions are little 
different to those of any secular group 
or agency. So to ensure that the 
morning was centred on listening to 
God’s plans for the church, the 
gathering used the study of a Bible 
passage, the calling of the first disciples 
in John’s Gospel (John 1: 35-42) as the 
framework for its deliberations. This 
involved thinking about the meaning of 
the text in parallel with discussions 
about the church and parish, its life and 
future. 

A lively, energetic and sometimes fairly 
passionate conversation ensued! 
Thinking about what it really means to 
“see” helped the gathering consider the 



deep issues of their life together - what 
it means to be a young person in the 
church, how the church copes with 
doubt and indifference, concerns about 
leadership now that the church must 



share its vicar with six others. From 
these discussions emerged a consensus 
about the issues that the PCC should 
address in the future: its leadership, its 
relationship with children and the 
village school, its engagement with the 
community and the ministry of its entire 
people, its life of prayer and faith. 

‘ ..I have a real sense of the 
refreshing, renewing power 
of God . . . 5 



Members of the church who came 
described “a great willingness to come 
together and move things along”. 

Did Hagbourne learn God’s plans? 
Probably not in their entirety! Reflecting 
on the day, Rector of the parish the 
Revd Jason St John Nicolle said: “The 
day was the beginning of a process, but I 
have a real sense of the refreshing, 
renewing power of God at work amongst 
us. The Vision Day gave us the 
opportunity to experience God’s hand 
stretched out towards us, lovingly 
beckoning us into His future.” 



If your church would like to hold an event like this to think about its future, please 
contact Michael Beasley at Diocesan Church House 

Cmichael.beaslev(d)oxford. anqlican.org) . Michael would be delighted to put you in touch 
with one of the team of Diocesan Missioners, made up of ordained and lay volunteers 
from across the diocese, who would be glad to come and work with you. 



Read John 1: 35-42. 
Questions about the text: 



1 . What is this text about? 

2. What did Jesus mean when he said 
‘come and see’? 

4. What does each of the people in the 
account do that leads to people getting to 
know Jesus? 

6. What is verse 42 (Peter’s renaming) 
about? 



Questions about the parish: 



3. If someone came to your church, what 
would they see? 

5. In Hagbourne, who is looking for 
Jesus? Who is pointing towards Jesus? 
Who is showing Jesus? 

7. What would you like your church to 
become? What would happen at your 
church if that were to occur? 

8. In the light of all that we’ve discussed 
this morning, what should your church do 
next? 
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Gilead 

FOUNDATIONS 




Addiction 



Counselling 



T raining 
School 



Gilead Foundations Addiction 
Counselling Training School 

at Risdon Farm, Jacobstowe, near 
Okehampton offersthe following 
Diploma programme covering; 

Restoration Ministry (11 courses) 

150 hours: £385 
Recovery Support Counselling 
(1 7 courses) 

280 hours: £530 

Addiction Studies (23 courses) 

350 hours: £700 

Gilead Foundations is also offering 

- Biblical Systematic theology 

- The Holy Spirit 

- The Person of Jesus Christ: £250 

At Gilead Foundations we use the Genesis 
Process Relapse Prevention programme with 
our clients. This training and the Genesis tools 
are used throughout the programme at Gilead: 
£318 We also have a correspondence course 
on counselling by Jay Adams: £954 

SPECIAL OFFER 

Gilead Foundations is offering a limited 
number of scholarship places to suitable 
candidates who would like to study at ACTS. 
Don’t lose out, sign up NOW 

The details: 

• Training period: approx 12 months 

• Accommodation: Accommodation at Gilead 
Foundations, Risdon Farm will be free. If you 

are eligible for housing benefit, Gilead 
Foundations will be claiming for this. Food 
will be supplied in the community 
dining room, free of charge. 

• Typical week: 5 days training (2 days in the 

classroom and 3 days practical at the 
rehabilitation centre), 1 day off, plus all 
trainees would be expected to be at the 
Gilead church on Sunday morning. 

• Codes of practice: Trainees must agree 
to abide by a code of practice (a copy is 
available on application). 

• Study materials: All study material will be 
paid for by Gilead Foundations 

If you, or someone you know would 
like more information about ACTS 
or would like to make an application, 
please contact: 

Laura Aim Tel: 01837 851240, 
Fax: 01837 851520, 
laura.alm@gilead.org.uk 

www.gilead.org.uk 



Feature 



Casting nets ii 



Bishop Alan looks at how 
Christians can make use of 
the ever-evolving world of 
social media. 

M rs Partington lived at 
Sidmouth. The Revd 
Sydney Smith records 
her gallantry with mop 
and pail during the 
great storm of 1813: “The Atlantic was 
roused; Mrs Partington’s spirit was up. 
But I need not tell you that the contest 
was unequal; the Atlantic Ocean beat 
Mrs Partington.” 

Confronted by a new wave of 
communications technologies, some 
Christians reach for mop and pail. 
Others just keep calm and carry on. A 
few go sailing — the Atlantic could lead 
to a new world. New media are driving a 
revolution. Time magazine’s most 
influential person of 2011 is Wael 
Ghonim, the 30-year-old Google 
executive who, in weeks, mobilised 12 
million people to topple Mubarak. He 
used Facebook, which, if it were a 
nation, would be the third largest in the 

'...people used social media 
to organise far more 
cleanups than looting. ’ 



world. 

Social networking websites like 
Facebook connect people, information 
and stories. Resource sharing sites like 
YouTube publish personal videos; Flickr 
and Picasa images. Blogs carry personal 
stories, writing, and comment. The 
world has roughly 6,500 daily news- 
papers, 200,000 periodicals and 129 
million book titles. There are about 156 
million active blogs. 

A really successful religious paperback 
could achieve sales of 20,000 copies. My 
blog, over four years, has received well 
over half a million hits. Twitter is a 
“micro-blog” for instant news, images, 
and thoughts in up to 140 characters. 

‘ Earliest Christianity 
flourished on open streets in 
a pluralistic world d 



Social-media sites are engaging 
unprecedented numbers of people. 

Anyone has an equal opportunity to 
participate. In the days of hot metal, 
speech was free if you happened to own 
a press. Now everyone owns a press. To 
use it you need to engage others in 
conversations, not shout at them. New 
media are inherently anti-hierarchical — 




some 

world where nobody cares who any of 
them are, where they are only as 
good as their last job. 

There are dangers out there. High 
volume means getting what you need 
can be like trying to drink under a 
shower. Privacy is being redefined in 
terms we don’t fully understand. 

Instant communication can stoke up 
firestorms of bad behaviour, but no 
more online than in the street. 

During the recent riots people 
used social media to organise far 
more cleanups than looting. With 
social media, authenticity is gold 
dust, and interactivity. You have to be 
yourself. 

One or two uses, like confession, 
need anonymity. In principle, 
however, people who don’t sign their 
work look phoney. Christians should 
use social media. We have a gospel to 
proclaim. If it is true, we should be 
able to sail on open water. Churches 
contain ordinary people with 
engaging stories to tell. Now they 
can. 

The more they get out there and 
do it, the richer a view of Christianity 
the world gets, in place of the two- 
dimensional retro soap that Fleet 
Street makes the Church. Earliest 
Christianity flourished on open 
streets in a pluralistic world. The 
ocean is wide and deep. We could get 
lost or drowned, but this is a time for 
courage and imagination, not mop and 
pail. 

The Rt Revd Alan Wilson is Bishop of 
Buckingham. This piece is based on a 
feature first published in the Church Times 
and reproduced with permission. 
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i social media 



In the habit of tweeting 



H abit aside, Sister Catherine 

Wybourne probably doesn’t fit 
your idea of a typical nun. Her 
recent Tweet gives a flavour: “Harvesting 
onions 8c broad beans in between 
coding a new website and repairing a 
tap. Monastic life today is #mul titasking.” 
A Cambridge graduate and former 
banker, Sr Catherine is Prioress of Holy 
Trinity Monastery in rural Oxfordshire. 
Tweeting as @Digitalnun (where she 
describes herself as “Benedictine nun 
keen on God, books and technology. 
Likes people, too”) she found her way 
into social media for very practical 
reasons, as a way of earning a living and 
raising money for the expansion of the 
Monastery. 

“People say the religious life is dying 
off, but we are living in a house that is 
far too small,” she says. “We have eight 
discerners who are keen to join us, but 
no room. We have a little room for a 
chapel, and one guest room that isn’t 
en-suite and really not suitable. 

“It’s horrible having to turn people 



away. 

The community grew out of a small 
group of sisters who left Stanbrook in 
Worcestershire in 2003, and formed a 
new and fully independent community 
in 2004. They are renting a Presbytery 
that also until recently served as both a 
diocesan marriage tribunal centre and a 
parish office. They are tiny: two women 
and a much loved dog (called Duncan 
Disorderly) . 

“Very simply, we’re a new community 
and have no money,” she says. “We had 
to sit down and work out how to 
interpret the teachings of St Benedict on 
hospitality when we have no space for a 
conventional guesthouse. We realised 
the best thing was to go online.” 

In 2004, of course, the web was much 
less sophisticated. “Church websites 
tended to be a parish bulletin, perhaps 
with a few podcasts of the vicar’s 
sermon. There was not much else going 
on. 

“We thought, ‘We could make the 
internet the fourth wall of our cloister, 




and bring people inside while still 
preserving the recollection of a 
monastery. ’ That’s essential, so that you 
have something good to share.” 

See www.benedictinenuns.org.uk. 



Twitter - how to get started 



Twitter was started as a microblogging site 
- designed to be easily updated by those 
too busy to write a regular, full blog. Here is 
a guide for the uninitiated and a few helpful 
tips and suggestions for those who may 
have already dabbled in the art of tweeting: 

Some definitions 







Tweet: A Tweet is any message posted to Twitter, and all are 1 40 characters or less. 



Also online: 

Below are a number of blogs and 
websites that may be of interest. 

Wantage Convent run ondine retreats 
and invite people to join them on the 
web as they say their daily offices: 
www. csmvonline .org.uk 

Bishop Alan’s Blog: 
www.bishopalan.blogspot.com 



Here is an example: “Follow @oxforddiocese for updates from the Diocese of #Oxford" 

The @ symbol in Twitter signifies a profile. You can refer to a profile in your tweet by using 
the @ symbol before their name (as above) 



Diocesan Rural Officer Glyn Evans’ 
blog: 

www.ruralofficerdiooxford.blogspot.com 



People use the hashtag symbol # before relevant keywords in their Tweet to categorize 
those Tweets to show more easily in Twitter Search. In our example clicking on #Oxford will 
bring up other tweets with the Oxford hashtag. 

Trending: Hashtags that become especially popular are said to be trending. 



Diocesan Youth Adviser, Ian Macdonald: 
www.youthblog.org 

Matt Freer, Diocesan Environmental 
Officer’s blog: www.earthingfaith.org 



Retweet (RT) : Share a Tweet you like with all of your followers by retweeting it. 

Follow : Follow people and their tweets will appear in your timeline. As you follow more 
people and as you start tweeting yourself you will find people start to follow you. You can 
unfollow someone anytime. But some people will only follow you if you follow them back! 

Twitter has a useful help page here: http://bit.ly/mqp97Z 



And log on to the Door section of the 
Diocesan website for regular news 
updates between monthly editions of 
the paper - www.oxford.anglican.org 

But don t forget 



Get started by following some of these : 

@oxforddiocese : http://twitter.com/oxforddiocese 
@c_of_e : http://twitter.com/c_of_e 
@christian_aid : http://twitter.com/christian_aid 
©Christianity 1 5 : http://twitter.com/christianity1 5 
@twurchofengland : http://twitter.com/twurchofengland 
@MothersUnion : http://twitter.com/MothersUnion 
@RuthieGledhill : http://twitter.com/RuthieGledhill 

Contact New Media Manager Philip.hind@oxford.anglican.org for help and support. 



While Social Media sites are a great way 
for ordinary people to tell their stories, 
traditional media still has an important 
role. 

The Door reaches thousands of people 
across the Diocese of Oxford and even 
beyond. Newspapers keep people 
connected to what’s going on, 
regardless of whether or not they have a 
computer, smart phone or connection 
to the Internet. 




Vacancy 



Winter 
E d itio n 
Out Soon 

THE SON is a bright, newsy 
and uncompromising tabloid 
newspaper which aims to put 
Jesus back at the centre of 
society. 

Written and presented in an 
easy to read style, based on 
the UK's biggest circulation 
newspapers, THE SON is an 
ideal tool to reach believers 
and unbelievers as well. 

The nexy edition of THE SON 
will include stories on Glen 
Campbell, Natalie Cole, 
Natasha Bedingfield, Henry 
Olonga, American Idol winner 
Jordin Sparks, plus much 
more It's an ideal tool for 
outreach. 

Why not use THE SON to 
reach your community? 

Order your copies today: 
www.theson.org.uk 
or call The Son hotline on 
01752 225623 . 



PERFECT JOB FOR STUDENT, IN 
CENTRAL OXFORD IN NEED OF 
ADDITIONAL INCOME! 
Retired educator needs your help with email 
problems using Microsoft Word. I can 
promise you at least 15 hours of work for 
£150.00 at 3 hours per session. Free parking. 
Two excellent character references required 
prior to hiring. Respond to 
tjst954@btintemet.com with your name, 
phone number and two character references. 
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Foundations for the future 



Deciding on full time education is a 
tremendously important choice. In many 
cases the subject chosen can have 
repercussions throughout life, forming for 
many students the foundations of a lifetime’s 
career. 

For a Christian of any age the choice of a 
theological, secular or social subject is likely to 
be emphasised as it will effect the 
student’s chosen path in the future. 

A lot of prayer and advice will be undertaken in 



St Albans Centre 
For Christian 
Studies 



Our programme includes: 

• Study Days - introducing important subjects 
in a matter of hours 

• Bite-Sized Courses - spread over 2, 3 or 4 
evenings 

• Ten-Week Courses - evening classes covering 
a wide range of topics 

• The St Albans Certificate in Theology 

- a 6 module introductory programme of Bible 
Study, Doctrine, Ethics, Christian Practice and 
Church History. 



For more information contact: 

Direct Dial: 01727 890205 
Fax: 01727 850944 
info@christianstudies.org.uk 
www.christianstudies.org.uk 



deciding what path to follow, even when inherent 
talents seem to make the choice a little more 
obvious. For younger Christians the path may 
have already been discussed when choosing 
subjects for ‘A’ levels but for many older 
Christians starting a course could well be a part 
of a change in life’s direction. It is worth spending 
time with family, friends and even the Vicar when 
making these important choices. 

Making the choice for Theology really is one of 
those life defining decisions. The period of careful 
study leading on as it often does to a lifetime in 
ministry and mission. 

There will be others who would like to understand 
the Bible better or have a real understanding of 
pastoral care in order to seek a new direction or 
to serve better in their current choice. 

There’s also the choice of college. For many 
some time away from home at University can be 
a time of self-discovery and growing, a chance to 
study whilst enjoying life in a different city. Others 
may well prefer to study somewhere closer to 
home. This can be due to the commitments such 
as family responsibilities or commitments to the 
local church or other organisations. Travelling 
times are also quicker, a boon for most students. 
Financial considerations can also be a reason to 
study a little closer to home. 

There are many excellent Colleges and 
Universities offering the conveniences student life 
coupled with short journey times home. In some 
cases the sea or countryside is not far away. 

For all the challenge of full time study should 
prove to be rewarding and fulfilling. 

There will also be those who might be interested 
in one of the many distance-learning courses 
available today. There are many on offer catering 
for all ages and abilities. Such courses can help 
you in your private devotions and understanding 
of the Scriptures. 




Interested in learning more about 
THEOLOGY and MINISTRY? 




In a beautiful setting just east of Oxford, Ripon College Cuddesdon 
is a leader in training for ordained ministry, but is also home to the 
Cuddesdon School ofTheology and Ministry (CSTM). 

CSTM is especially designed for those who, while perhaps not necessarily looking towards 
an ordained or licensed lay ministry, wish to deepen their knowledge of the Christian faith 
and further develop the skills for ministry that they may already be offering to their church. 
Course tutor; the Revd Jennifer Brown, said “At CSTM, we recognise that every Christian is 
called to contribute to the life and ministry of the church. We hope to encourage that by 
helping students to become more confident in their understanding of the faith, and by giving 
them the chance to explore and develop skills in a variety of areas relating to ministry” 

The course is structured as a rolling programme delivered over three years, meeting on 
alternate Thursday evenings each term and with a termly Saturday study day. It offers a 
wide range of subjects, including biblical studies, church history, theological reflection, 
practical skills for ministry and even an introduction to Anglicanism. 

Although many students choose to do the course for their own interest and personal 
development, those who wish to can work towards the Cuddesdon Certificate in Theology 
and Ministry. As well as attending lectures, CSTM students are encouraged to attend 
worship and dinner on course evening to share ideas, learn from one another and share the 
strong sense of community that exists. 

CSTM’s 201 1-12 academic year begins on the 1st October with an Induction Day, 
followed by the first evening of lectures on Thursday, 6th October. If you think CSTM 
may be for you, please contact Ripon College Cuddesdon for further information or to 
book onto the Induction Day as a free trial session. 



Please contact Ripon College Cuddesdon for more information: 






OPEN DAY 

Saturday 29th October 201 1 
10.00am - 5.00pm 

If you are a potential student, thinking about 
your vocation or interested in learning more 
about ministry in the Catholic tradition of 
the Church of England you ar- 
welcome to join us! 



RIPON COLLEGE CUDDESDON 
and the OXFORD MINISTRY COURSE 



tel: 01 865 874404 
email: cstm@ripon-cuddesdon.ac.uk 

www.rcc.ac.uk 



Regents Park College, University of Oxford 
Oxford Centre for Christianity and Culture 



Public Lectures 

11 October 



18 October 



25 October 



1 November 



8 November 



15 November 



22 November 



29 November 



Michaelmas Term 2011 

at Regent's Park College, Pusey St, OX1 2LB. Tuesdays at 5:00pm 

David Nicholls Memorial Lecture 

‘In but not of the West’: Caribbean histories and geographies 
Dr David Lambert, University of Warwick 

Family Matters 
(Convenor: Dr Peggy Heeks) 

Families as Societies Age 

Professor Sarah Harper 

Director, Oxford Institute of Population Ageing 

Family Affairs: the Family in 20th Century England 

Dr Mary Abbott 

Principal Lecturer, Anglia Ruskin University 

The Family as Learning Environment 

Dr Maria Evangelou, Lecturer 

Department of Education, University of Oxford 

Family and Politics: 

Supporting Families as Policies Change 
Mavis Maclean CBE 

Joint Director, Oxford Centre for Family Law and Policy 

The Emergence of a Family Policy 

Ceridwen Roberts, Senior Research Fellow 
Department of Social Policy and Social Work, 

University of Oxford 

Missing Families 

Paul Cann 

Chief Executive, AgeUK Oxfordshire 

Family Matters: Families in Theological Perspective 

Professor Adrian Thatcher 

Visiting Professor in Theology, University of Exeter 



16 Marston Street. Oxford, 
Tel: 01865 613500 
enquiries@ssho.ox.ac.uk 
www.ssho.ox.ac.uk 
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St Stephen’s House 
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The Door post 

Courses, training, conferences & workshops in October 2011. 

The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be hung on church 
noticeboards. Please send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church House. The 
deadline for the next issue is 7 October. 



SATURDAY 1 OCTOBER 



HOOK NORTON: Concert at St 
Peter’s Church for Raise the Roof 
appeal, performed by Musicke 
Companye. Tickets £1 2 (£1 0 cone). 
Begins at 7.30pm. Details 01 608 
737249/737097. 

PRESTWOOD: Concert at Holy Trinity 
Church at 7.30pm. Tickets £8 from 
01 494 862156 or 01 494 8661 73. 

COOKHAM DEAN: Organ concert by 
Nigel Ogden at St John the Baptist 
Church at 7.30pm. Tickets £1 0. 
Details 01 628 529861. 

LAMBOURN: Patronal Festival of St 
Michael and All Angels today and 
tomorrow. Exhibition of weddings 
which have taken place in the church 
since the early 20th century. Concert 
and bell ringing. Details from 01488 
71 551/71 396 or www.lambourn. 
info. 

HEADINGTON: All Saints Church 
coffee morning at Church House, 

New High Street at 1 0.30am. Cost 
£1 (to raise funds for the church 
garden). Details 01 865 741 1 1 6. 

SUNDAY 2 OCTOBER 



OXFORD: St Giles Church at 3pm. 
Service of thanksgiving for pets and 
animals. All pets and their owners 
most welcome. 

OXFORD: St Andrew’s Church, 
Linton Road from 2.45pm - 3.15pm. 
The JOY place (a monthly Christian 
worship service for learning disabled 
adults and their friends and family). 
Details 01 865 31 121 2. 

MONDAY 3 OCTOBER 



OXFORD: St Andrew’s Church, 

Linton Road at 7.30pm. ‘Science and 
Faith’ - For everyone interested in 
making sense of how science and 
Christian faith interact. Details 01865 
311212. 



WEDNESDAY 5 OCTOBER 



MILTON KEYNES: The Willen Library 
(The Well at Willen) at 7.30pm. A 
look at a book’ with Jan Berry. Details 
01908 242693. 

THURSDAY 6 OCTOBER 



WARBOROUGH: St Laurence 
Primary School open morning from 
9.30am - 1 1 am. Details 01 865 
858270. 

SATURDAY 8 OCTOBER 



ABINGDON: Join the March for 
Justice and take part in Christian Aid’s 
sponsored walk from Abingdon to 
Oxford along the Thames Path (8.5 
miles). Begins at 1 0.30am. Contact 
Amy or Jess on 01 865 24681 8 to 
register. 

WITNEY: Launch of The Churches 
Jubilee Festival from 9am - 1 2.30pm 
at St Mary’s Church. Details from 
David Gambier - 08454 1 50750 or 
email info@greatexperiencetravel. 
co.uk 

TUESDAY 11 OCTOBER 



AMERSHAM ON THE HILL: St 

Michael and All Angels at 8pm. 
‘Challenges of Policing in Thames 
Valley’ by Chief Constable Sara 
Thornton CBE QPM. Tickets £1 0 (£7 
cone). Details 01494 726680 or 
email 

office@stmichaelsamersham.org.uk 

WEDNESDAY 12 OCTOBER 



DEDDINGTON: St Peter’s and St 
Paul’s are holding a fairtrade 
Christmas preview of cards, crafts, 
jewellery, toys and gifts. 1 0.30am - 
7pm. Details 01 869 337761 or email 
deddington 
fairtraders@gmail.com 

THURSDAY 13 OCTOBER 



OXFORD: Retired clergy association 
meeting at 1 0.1 5am in the Priory 
room at Christ Church Cathedral. 



‘Retrospective of an unimportant 
liturgist’s life’ by Revd Dr Richard 
Buxton. Details 01 865 761476. 

SATURDAY 15 OCTOBER 



MILTON KEYNES: Quiet day 
‘Journeys’ at The Well at Willen from 
1 0am - 4pm. Details 01 908 2421 90. 

IVER HEATH: Apple day at Home 
Cottage Farm, Bangors Road South 
from 1 1 am - 4pm. Details 07870 
338 712. 

HEADINGTON: All Saints Church 
barn dance and harvest supper at 
Church House, New High Street from 
7pm - 1 0.30pm. £1 0 adults £5 
children. Tickets from Catherine 
01865 741116. 

FARING DON: Come and sing 
‘Requiem’ and ‘Gloria’ at All Saints’ 
Church. Rehearsal at 1 0.30am. 
Performance at 7pm. Cost £1 0 incl 
music. £5 for audience. Details 
01865 390191. 

WEDNESDAY 19 OCTOBER 



TWYFORD: Intercessions workshop 
at St Mary’s Church, Station Road at 
8pm. Beginners welcome. £2. Details 
0118 934 3909. 

WEDNESDAY 26 OCTOBER 



TURVILLE: Hambleden Valley, near 
Henley. Healing service with laying on 
of hands and anointing with Holy 
Communion at 10.15am. Details 
01491 571231. 

SATURDAY 29 OCTOBER 



ABINGDON: 1 50 years of Hymns 
Ancient and Modern at St Helen’s 
Church from 3pm - 4.30pm. Details 
01865 863379. 

PANGBOURNE: St James the Less 
annual charity market at the village 
hall from 1 1am - 3.30pm. Charities 
and local organisations wishing to 
book a stall contact Jill on 01 1 8 984 
2698. Free admission. 



Courses & special events 



PLANNING AND LEADING WORSHIP: This course is for 
five Wednesday evenings (7.1 5pm - 9.30pm) at Heyford 
Park Community Centre and begins on 28 September. 
How do we worship God in the best way we can? What 
has been the origin and development of our Sunday 
worship? The course will look at Morning and Evening 
Prayer and the Service of the Word, and will benefit all 
worship leaders and interested learners. Details and 
booking form from sheila.townsend@oxford. 
anglican.org 

SATURDAY 8 OCTOBER: ‘Living with the Wound’ - 
Conference for clergy organised by the Society of 
Analytical Psychology from 1 0am - 4pm at Quaker meeting 
rooms, 43 St Giles, Oxford 0X1 3LW. Cost £65. Details 
020 7435 7696. www.thesap.org.uk. 

SATURDAY 15 OCTOBER: Mend the Gap follow-up day. 
‘Faith, you and engaging with Teens’ in Berkshire from 
9.45am - 4pm. A high quality day with lunch included to 



explore our own faith and to look at the ‘how’s, where’s and 
why’s’ of engaging with teenagers. For more details contact 
Ian Macdonald on 01 865 208253 or email 
youthofficer@oxford.anglican.org. 

WEDNESDAY 19 OCTOBER: Explore your vocation at the 
Berkshire Vocations fellowship meeting at 7.45pm. To be 
held at New Hope Community Centre, Reading RG1 8DU. 
Speaker is Rt Revd Andrew Proud (Bishop of Reading). 
Details from sue.foley@oxford.anglican.org 

THURSDAY 20 OCTOBER: Faith in Maintenance training 
day at St Mary’s Church, Wendover, Buckinghamshire from 
1 0am - 4pm. This day will help volunteers who look after 
historic places of worship. It will provide training to help you 
understand how your building works and how to solve 
problems caused by leaky gutters and blocked drains. 
Course is free but you must book a place by going to 
www.spabfim.org.uk. Further details from 020 7456 0913. 



Services at Christ Church Cathedral 

Sundays: 8am Holy Communion; 10am Matins (coffee in Priory Room); 1 1.15am Sung Eucharist; 6pm Evensong. 
Weekdays: 7.15am Morning prayer; 7.35am Holy Communion; 1pm (Wednesday only) Holy Communion; 6pm 
Evensong (Thursday Sung Eucharist 6pm). 

After Eight: Time to reflect, time to pray. Contemporary liturgies for mind and spirit on Sundays at 8pm. 

Tel: 01865 276155 www.chch.ox.ac.uk 




Children 
need families 

Can we help you build your 
family through adoption? 

about adoption? 

Information Event 

Wednesday 7th September 201 1 

6.20pm to 8.00pm 

Contact 

01908 572700 
enquiries@sfcs.org.uk 

Venue 

Sc Francis' Children's Society 
ColFis House 
NL'wpyri R-rucI 
Woditane 
Milton Keynes MK15 QAA 



Q 

Thinking 



St. Franc is" 

CHILDREN’S 

SOCIETY 

www.sfcs.org.uk 



To Advertise 
in The Door 
Please Call 

01752 

225623 




“Hi Autosave. 

how can I help you?” 

For helpful, friendly, impartial advice, call Autosave, 
your trusted team with over 25 years experience 
selling cars to the Christian community. 




Hassle free car 
buying from 
Autosave 

Prices start from £3,999. 
New, nearly new and used 
Any make, any model 
Great prices, great savings 
Pari exchange welcome 
Finance available 






CALL: 0845 122 6902 ailtOSaVe # 

OR VISIT: WWW.AUTOSAVE.CO.uk 
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Faith on the airwaves 



There will be many older readers who remember a time when 
there were about five radio and two television channels in 
Britain. 



We’ve all seen the choices grow with many new advances in quality 
and diversity of subject matter. First there was commercial television, 
then radio. These were followed by cable and satellite and now we find 
ourselves in the centre of the digital revolution bringing with it 
hundreds of extra choices of stations and subject matter. 

Whilst most will welcome these changes they will want to ensure 
that the programmes they watch add to the quality of their life, their 
learning and their spiritual direction rather than shock them at regular 
intervals. Sadly much of mainstream television and radio leans towards 
sensationalism. Sadly the addition of extra channels does not always 
mean a bigger choice of quality programming. 

Satellite, cable and Freeview have all opened up more opportunities for new 
broadcasters and the use of digital radio has increased the possibilities even 
more. 



CATHOLIC TV 

IS NOW ON SKY - EPG 589 



Radio is on EPG 0147 



There can be few people unaware that Christian organisations have taken up 
the challenge and that it 
is now possible to 
access specifically 
Christian programming in 
this country both on TV 
and radio. Major players 
include GOD TV , the 
Catholic EWTN channel, 

Premier Radio which is 
now available throughout 
the country on Freeview 
digital, Calvary Chapel 
Radio and TWR. Not 
forgetting the musically 
and community 
orientated Cross 
Rhythms Radio. The later 
organisation has seen 
exceptional growth these 
last few years launching 
Christian local radio in 
several cities as well as 
being a big player in on- 
line broadcasting. 



Live TV at www.ewtn.co.uk 
£175 total cost for equipment and installation 
With no monthly costs 

For information & free monthly 
programme call 

0208 350 2542 

EWTIM @ 

GLOBAL CATHOLIC NETWORK 



There are programmes 
from British broadcasters 
as well as European 
arms of American 
organisations. 



For those seeking the 
greatest choice they will 
probably opt for a Sky 
dish in order to receive 
the many radio and 
television channels on 
offer. Others will be 
pleased with the choice 
available through cable 
or digital. It is often 
overlooked that many 
broadcasters can be 
listened to and viewed 
over the Internet. 



© ovT" $ sky 

www.ch tva rythapd rad ioxo, u k 




DISCOVER 




www.rochestercathedral.org 




We're looking forward 
to Christmas, are you? 



The Christmas Celebration is one of the 
most joyful in the Christian calendar. 

A time for Worship, Praise, and much more 
besides. It is a time of giving gifts remembering 
friends and relatives and thinking of those less 
fortunate than us. 

Cornerstone Vision will be publishing a full 
colour focus on the season in the various 
Diocesan newspapers that it publishes. 

The focus will be published in the November 
editions offering plenty of opportunity for readers 
to follow up mail order offers or to book for 
events. 

There will be a 20% discount against the rate 
card price for those booking into their local title, 
however advertisers using three or more papers 
can get a 40% discount against the listed rate. 
Look on it as our gift to you. 

Who will want to advertise in the Christmas 
Guide? 

CHRISTMAS EVENTS 

Churches and Cathedrals 
Theatres and other secular venues 
Pantomimes and concerts 

CHRISTMAS GIFTS 

Christian, Fairtrade and other ethical shops 
may wish to reach our readers 
Specialised gifts 

Mail order gifts for all of the family 
Flowers by post 
Charity gifts 
Hampers 

CARDS AND CALENDARS 

Christian cards and books to keep the true 
message of Christmas alive. 

Charity Cards 



BOOKS AND MUSIC 

Christian books as gifts 
Advent books and Bible guides 
Christian music for gifts 

PLACES TO VISIT 

There are many places, visitorsAf centres who 
may like to promote their Christmas promotions 
Restaurants and Cafes can promote their 
Christmas menus 

CHARITY APPEALS 

Charitable organisations may wish to reach our 
thousands of readers at this time of giving 

AND MORE BESIDES 

We do not wish to exclude your shop or 
organisation if you wish to be included in this 
guide 

The Door 34,000 copies serving Berkshire, 
Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire (1 1 issues per 
year) 

Sarum Link, 30,000 copies serving Wiltshire 
and Dorset (monthly) 

The Wey, 25,500 copies serving West Surrey 
(8 issues per year) 

The Month, 25,000 copies serving Essex and 
parts of London (monthly) 

Rochester Link, 1 8,000 copies serving parts of 
Kent (1 0 issues per year) 

See Round, 1 7,500 copies serving 
Bedfordshire, Hertfordshire 

Pompey Chimes, 8,000 serving part of 
Hampshire and Isle of Wight (1 0 issues per year) 

To find out more and make sure that you are 
included, call the sales team now on 01 752 
225623 
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Arts 



A ‘must’ for parents 



By Jan Fielden 



A lthough written with children in 
/ \ mind, this book enables parents to 
JL JLponder, wonder and explore their 
relationship with God at the same time 
as helping children approach, and deal 
with the difficult areas of life. How often 
do adults give themselves time to reflect 
on topics such as planting and 
uprooting; finding and losing, laughing 
and weeping to name just a few of the 
topics covered. It gives the guidance 
which parents need to tackle these more 
unusual topics which are based on the 
times and seasons taken from 
Ecclesiastes 3, an unusual approach, but 
it works very well, offering a much wider 
variety of areas than one would have 
imagined possible. 

Each topic is introduced and 
illustrated with Yvonne’s gifted re-telling 
of a Bible story in an imaginative and 
concise way. These are complemented by 
the ‘Digging deeper’ stories which are 
also well chosen and well told. The 
‘Chatting together’ section is helpful 
giving ideas to stimulate conversation 
and explore different aspects of the 
topic, but some of the ideas would need 
to be simplified for younger children. 
When considering the David and 
Jonathan story, wondering how Jonathan 
would feel, caught between his best 
friend and his father, would need some 
high level thinking skills. Yvonne does 
point out, helpfully, that parents don’t 



Side by side with 
God in Everyday 
Life 

Yvonne Morris 

Barnabas for 
Children: £7.99 



need to have all the answers and that the 
journey of discovery is a joint venture. 

To get the most out of this excellent 
book one would need to know the 
children well, and to be able to spend 
time with them. Christian parents using 
it with their children would be ideal, or 
a small Christian group with a trusted 
leader. Parents without a Christian 
background may find the approach 
challenging, but worth the effort. The 
‘prayer’ section, entitled ‘Chatting with 
God’ really does get the message across 
that building a relationship with God is a 
two way process and doesn’t need any 
special churchy words. 

This book is a ‘must’ for Christian 
parents to have at their finger tips for 
life’s special moments and for those 
times when their children ask those 
spiritual questions about everyday life 
which adults are too shy to ask. 

The Revd Jan Fielden is an Associate 
Priest at Charlbury with Shorthapmton. 



Side by Side 
with God 

in Everyctay' Life 




When the well dries up 



By Olivia Graham 

B ishop John’s latest book to hit the 
shelves is deliberately aimed at all 
Christians, without differentiation 
- because the subject which he tackles, 
that of loss of God, of faith, of belief, is 
one which can afflict anyone and does 
afflict most at some time in their life. 

The first half contains a catalogue of 
reasons why the well of faith and stream 
of prayer can run dry. With neat 
Dickensian references, these include the 
Bleak House issues of tiredness, boredom 
and the long-haul nature of the journey, 
the Great Expectations produced by 
various skewed understandings of who 
God is and how God operates, and the 
Hard Times of not experiencing God’s 
presence and love (famously 
experienced by Mother Theresa) . 

He goes on to describe how the 
Church can fail or damage people by 
being mundane, boring, reactionary, 
bigoted, unspiritual and full of irritating 
and argumentative people, and in this 
section there is much to challenge us. 

In part two, Bishop John addresses the 
question, ‘Where do we look to restore 
the fragile substance of the soul? In a 
series of accessible sections he moves us 
away from the rules and certainty of bad 
religion into an acceptance of ourselves 
as fully human, and called to be fully 
alive. He reminds us that growth often 
comes from pain and loss, and that the 
ability to live with paradox is a sign of 
maturity, not of feeble-mindedness. 



God lost and found 

John Pritchard 
SPCK Publishing: £9.99 




Finally, if the church we attend is not 
helping, he encourages us to find one 
which can enable our encounter with 
God with creativity and imagination. 
Bishop John reminds us that we are all 
beginners, and many of us are serial 
begin-againers, but that prayer is actually 
more about God than it is about us. 

However, God can only do something 
new in us if we are prepared to give up 
the safety of our religious boxes and step 
out into the threshold between old and 
new where we’re no longer trapped in 
safe conventions but open to change, to 
learn and to be transformed. 

This is a wise, gentle, compassionate 
and encouraging book containing a 
sharp mixture of perceptive analysis of 
the issues and suggestions which are 
clearly borne of lived experience. I 
thoroughly enjoyed reading it, and 
commend it both to those who sense 
that they have lost God and to those 
who seek to walk alongside them. 

The Revd Olivia Graham is Parish 
Development Adviser for the Dorchester 

Archdeaconry 




the literary festival 
with a theological slant 



Minhael Dribbs, P.D. Jarring "William Fiennes, Dr fane 
Williams, Rabbi Lionel blue and 



many 



BLOXHAM 

faithfcst 



S I M ii ry Y Gl m ml i , (hImj n :li Hi flu ^ 1. IJhis 1 1 hi 1 1 , ( }jl Ton J til i ( m O X Dj 43 f Y 
www.bloxliamlaithfcst.co.iik I 01865 600 222 
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5 Days 4 Nights Tromso - Kirkenes -Tromso 

ARCTIC 



HIGHLIGHTS 



The Arctic Highlights voyage spends its entirety within the Arctic 
Circle giving you not only the best opportunity to see the Northern 
Lights but also the chance to take part in some fantastic winter 
excursions to areas of frozen land that are seldom seen by tourists. 



From £895pp 



* 



including flights & fuel supplement 



PLUS £50 ON BOARD CREDIT PER CABIN 

Based on an unspecified twin cabin, on half board basis and one or two nights at a centrally 
located hotel in Tromso. 

Arctic Highlights Itinerary 

DAY 1 - 

Fly direct to Tromso from Gatwick or Manchester where you will be transferred to the ship. 

DAY 2- 

Enjoy a voyage stopping off briefly at Hammerfest and on to Honningsvag, a small port that is the gateway to the wonders of 
the spectacular North Cape. This evening, as you approach Kjollefjord you will pass a rock formation considered sacred by 
the indigenous Sami people which is now the site of an impressive light show, Finnkjerka. 

DAY 3- 

A voyage, passing North Cape and on to Kirkenes. A range of optional excusions are available before sailing south again. 

DAY 4- 

Hammerfest and Tromso. First stop is seen as Norway's Polar capital. The Meridian Column commemorates the first precise 
measurement of the globe. Then its back to Tromso in the evening and the end of the voyage. 

DAY 5- 

After breakfast in your hotel there's time to spend the morning in Tromso where a choice of winter excursions are available 
before you are transferred to the airport for your return flight. 

Both 5 and 6 day itinerary are available. For full details or brochure telephone. 

Prices are based on two people travelling together sharing a twin cabin/room. Your holiday price includes: return economy 
flights from London Gatwick including current taxes and charges, voyage in a twin cabin including half board. I night at a 
centrally located hotel in Tromso including breakfast, transfers as applicable. 



5 Day itinerary 20 1 2 

Prices based on inside cabin 

30th January £895 

6th February £915 

13th February £915 

23 rd February £915 

1st March £895 

Single supplement £125 

6 Day intinerary 

prices based on inside cabin 



25th January 


£995 


1 st February 


£995 


3rd February 


£1015 


8th February 


£1015 


15th February 


£1015 


17th February 


£1015 


20th February 


£1015 


25th February 


£1005 


3rd March 


£995 


Single supplement 


£165 



For more information and for bookings, please contact us on: 

FREEPHONE 

0800 048 1055 
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iheDoor OCTOBER 2011 



Advertisement Feature 



15 




Holidays at Home 



St Ives Carnmall 

Until Miy 1011 

Cow not kidirite Cnnwnu A 

Shore off season breaks In eos/ centrally heaeed 
Ftfirnnonfr rnrfnj^r- in whr rrnrrr oF hraurihil St Ivr*; 

ONLY £110 for 1 nights for 1 people 
£35 p tr night for additional rilghci 
Includes Parting, C. Hearing, &cd linen 
Tel Alecs 01736 7*5083 or 07*70 737067 



Crantock 

Anneth Lowen, a North Cornish 
Holiday Cottage. Sleeps 7 plus 
cot. 8 minutes walk from beach. 
Great for families, art groups, 
walkers. Available all year. 
Short breaks or holidays. 

See website for details 
www.crantockholidayhome.org.uk 
or CEril 01494 528305. 



SHERBORNE 

Short breaks in Dorset 



Elegant, spacious, 2 bed, 
apartment in listed building 
close to Abbey Church. 

Open all year. 
Please ring for brochure: 

01404 841367 



LYNTON DEVON 



A warm traditional welcome 
welcome awaits you at 

Kingford House 

Silver Award 

Enjoy excellent home cuisine Ideally 
situated for coastal & Exmoor walks. 
Tel Tricia Morgan on 01598 752361 
for brochure and tariff 
patriciakingford@aol.com 
www.kingfordhouse.co.uk 



DnrLm mith 

Dr VON 

Ctonou ? view? across 

Kjwr fmrt irrorn 
l 4, j mini Lil4r 
t .1 Rip -.Irif-j fir m ii 

AH med a? n±- 
Tr i c n h.v-T 
iT70 >+75 



Holidays Abroad 



Larearcte 

Plc^a Blanca 

Affordable 
family villa 

Ideal for Family 
H olidays & 

Long Winter Breaks 

Td 00454 20009 

\AAAAA/larrax3ba4llacirHt(DLk 



ALGARVE 



Luxury 3 bed villa 
(all ensuite) Sleeps 6/8, near 
Carvoeiro. Own pool, 
all mod cons. Situated on 
Pestana Golf Resort. Golf, 
Tennis, Outdoor bowls. 
Full details and brochure: 
Brian Chambers 



Tel: 02380 265 683 

info@casa-oleander.co.uk 

www.casa-oleander.co.uk 

To Advertise Call 
01752 225623 



Insurance 



Travel Insurance 

Arranged for The Door Readers 

SUPERB TOP QUALITY ANNUAL SINGLE TRIP 
AND LONG STAY TRAVEL COVER 

Available with most pre-existing medical conditions accepted. 
Specialist cover for people cruising and for high-cost holidays. 

Our insurance has a customer 24 hour helpline, full medical cover and, 
most importantly, an air ambulance get you home service. 

WE ARE A SPECIALIST TRAVEL INSURANCE COMPANY, 
HELPING PEOPLE OF ALL AGES, ESPECIALLY THE 
RETIRED AGE GROUP SINCE 1996. 

We are based in the UK and your call will be answered 
by a real person. ..not a machine!!! 

Conditions apply 
Please call for details ~ 

0116 272 0500 

Authorised & regulated by the F.SA. 
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Taking time out 



The Christian faith invites us to engage with the 
world: to prepare ourselves for service, to show 
compassion towards those in need, and to 
exercise responsible stewardship of the earth. 

Yet often as we grow in awareness of what 
needs to be done and what we ourselves could 
contribute, we find that valuable activity 
squeezes out prayer and reflection. Without our 
noticing, the pressure can grow until we have 
become stressed and weary, and commitments 
that once excited us have become a burden. 
Each of us needs to find a balance between 
doing and being. Spiritual health entails being 
calm, focused and purposeful, free to accept 
some challenges and say no to others, and with 
time to relax and play. A balanced lifestyle is also 
a more compelling witness to our faith. The 
example of Jesus is of ministry rooted in prayer. 
He prepared himself by praying, and when tired 
or oppressed by the crowds he withdrew into 
solitude. 

The many demands on us can make it hard to 
set aside time daily when we can escape from 
the bulging diary and the insistent telephone. 
Doing so may be hardest of all for those who 
care for others. Perhaps we are fortunate in 
having friends we can turn to for relaxation and 
support, and perhaps sometimes we need 
someone to take care of us, for example with 
massage, shiatsu or aromatherapy. At times we 
may also need professional support in the form 
of counselling or therapy. Or perhaps we simply 
need time alone, to unwind, to do nothing, to 
catch up with ourselves; to read, to paint, to 
think, to feel. Time to look backward and forward, 
to speak and to listen, to celebrate and to mourn, 
to lay things down and to take up new 
challenges. Time to pray, and to think about our 
lives and our relationship with God. 

Where might you go? 



But there are also smaller establishments - 
individual rooms in local houses of prayer, for 
example, or annexes, summer houses and 
caravans serving as places to be. 

What would you do? 

You might like just to relax and rest. You might 
like to explore your surroundings - as you do, use 
your senses, and attend to the sights, sounds 
and smells. You might like to record thoughts, 
feelings, perceptions or insights, in prose or 
verse, or by creating images, perhaps using 
paints or clay. If you read, read only a little and 
then ponder what you have read, noticing your 
reaction to the text and its significance for you. 
You may wish also to spend time in prayer, for 
others and for yourself. Words may be helpful or 
you may prefer simply to be inwardly still and 
quiet, receptive to the Spirit. At the end of a 
period of prayer, look back over the prayer time 
and recall what happened. Notice what you felt, 
and especially anything that surprised you. You 
may like to write down the details, so that you 
can refer to them later. 

The Retreat Association aims to foster the growth of 
the spiritual life by the practice of retreats. For 
information contact: 

The Retreat Association 

Kerridge House, 42 Woodside Close 
Amersham, Bucks HP6 5EF 

Tel: 01 49 443 3004 Fax: 0871 71 5 1 91 7 

Email: info@retreats.org.uk 
Internet: www.retreats.org.uk 




Abbey House Retreat 
Glastonbury 

• Good Food 

• Comfortable 

• Historic Setting 




Discover an oasis of peace in this historic, 
former family home in the Abbey Grounds 



Tel: 01458 831112 

www.abbeyhouse.org 



The Fellowship of Mediation 

We practise and teach Christian . ^ 

contemplative meditation at ^ 

residential and day courses £ _d ■ 

at our centre in Dorchester and at 
other retreat centres i n the U K . a organisation 

We use meditative sentences to still the mind, to focus our attention 
on God, and to serve as channels through which the power 
of the Spirit can enter our hearts. 

Our members also gather in local groups. For further details please 
contact: 

The Secretary, The Fellowship of M editation 
8 Prince of Wales Road, Dorchester, Dorset DTI 1PW. 

Tel: (01305) 251396 
E: fellowship.meditation@virgin.net 
W: www.fellowshipofmeditation.org 

UK Reg Charity No: 213323 



Ivy House 


i- 


St Denys Retreat Centre 




Telephone: 01985 214824 




www.ivyhouse.org 


. 4 - r f! 


A place of rest, 


' Till » S’ 


refreshment and renewal 




3-6 October 2011 




Faith in the Fool 


- s/3 


Led by Angela Ash win 




28 Nov -Dec 12011 


_:9BEESi 


Advent Retreat 


* 


Led by Ann Lewin 





A great many retreat houses offer retreats, quiet 
days, and space where you can simply be. Many 
diocesan houses not only run organised events 
and accept group bookings but are happy to 
welcome individuals too. Many religious 
communities invite individuals and groups to 
spend time living alongside them and joining 
them in their prayer and worship. 






CHRISTIAN RETREAT HOUSE 

Set in the peaceful Oxfordshire countryside, Stanton 
House truly is a space for God. The house and its 
grounds is the perfect venue for individuals and 
groups to hold a retreat, enabling them to seek God, 
study, relax or simply regroup by taking time out from 
a busy life. 



For further information please call Stanton 
House on 01865 358 807, 
email:office@stantonhouse.org.uk or visit 
www.stantonhouse.org.uk 




— LES- 



COTIIS 



An elegant house on the beautiful 
island of Guernsey, with shinning 
ite u/Hem r Jethua and Sark 

For more details visit our website 
mnv, kscotiis.com, or 
telephone 0481 727793 




PcarchBVfD Lf ict In 5 9fkAdv Devon ecu niryritk- 
« Lftk iK-fl uEiful vtowa: over Ibt Ait Villfj Eo Ik sc*. 
Individ LEtil A. group iHHiddh i & ritrtta.lt. Ideal ffirrtlL 



rrliiuiiisn. mtiJ ii rhiimnr In nirrl viifti Gml 
ia a quid, fikndh a ml infcnual nEninpkn. 

Tel: 111297 21681 

•out vi.lj.liifp:iililMiIiLlilys.LiEiu “ ^in}^Vbnrrprillllnilidii^rSji.-inu 

- Ibin'pml* Mill Sariim. HCrW. EXIZ 2T\ - 



A place to relax, be 
together and learn 

Set in several acres of grounds, nestling amongst the beech woods 
of the Chilterns, The Wycliffe Centre is an ideal place to enjoy a 
relaxing conference, retreat or just simply a peaceful break in a rural 
location. 




Both professional 
and flexible, The 
Wycliffe Centre 
offers 

accommodation 
for up to 200 
people 

and conference 
facilities for up to 
160 people in a 
wide range of 
room sizes and 
styles, to cater 
for individual 
requirements. 

“A great haven of 
refreshment and 
encouragement”. 




Conferences, Training, 
Church Weekends, 
Alpha Away 
Days & Retreats 

The Wycliffe Centre, Horsleys Green 
High Wycombe, Bucks 
HP14 3XL 
Tel: 01494 682266 




e: centre_enquiries@wycliffe.org 
www.wycliffecentre.org 














18 



fieDoor OCTOBER 201 1 




The Solar Power Specialists - Connecting with the Power of Nature 

Get FREE Electricity: EARN up to £1800p.a. from your Roof 
(South facing is best but East and West work too.) 



25 years guaranteed index-linked income from Feed-in-Tariffs [FITs! - 
tax free for homeowners 

Earn 43.3pence for every unit you produce whether you use it or not. 

Free electricity - use what you make and save on bills 
Sell back what you don't use - and generate additional income 
Significantly reduce your carbon footprint and do your bit for the environment 
Zero running costs and completely silent 

Typical return on investment 1 1 -15% and adds value to your property 



SMC Solaris a Christian-run company specialising in renewable energy 
and committed... "To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation and sustain 
and renew the earth . " (from Anglican "Five Marks of Mission " - Wo. 5) 



REAbC 



Contact us today for a free quote Tel: 01 367 71 8833 
Email: infb@smc50lar.co.uk www.5mcsolar.co.uk 



■■ m * Solar Panel 

SMC installation 

SDLAR POWER 



*FFi*UVfcUl IHSirtLLtK 
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CHRISTIAN CARE HOMES 

We care for yew 7A-7; at ihe 
following locations: Gloucester, 
Plymouth, Sidmoutb, Torquay, 
Tunbridge Wells, Southampton, 
Wallasey and Wimbledon 

Please* visit our website: 
ww w. kpyrha .nrfl . u k 
email: i nfof£i ke vchanee . ora, u k 
Id: 0207 &33 0S33 

registered charity r*cs. 1061344 
c«ttipjriyn« [Engkmd) 



Hospital of St Cross 
& Almshouse of 
Noble Poverty 

"England’s Oldest Almshouse" 

Vacancies for Brothers 

The Hospital, founded in 1132 
and home to 25 retired 
laymen (Brothers), currently 
has vacancies and applications 
are welcomed. 

A registered Charity with a 
Christian foundation, the 
Hospital is situated a mile 
south ofWinchester. Each 
Brother lives independently 
and occupies a flat which he 
furnishes himself. 

Further information and an application form are 
obtainable from: 

Piers Armstrong, Clerk to the Trustees 
Hospital of St Cross 
Winchester, S023 9SD 
Tel: 01 962 878218 
E-mail: clerk@stcrosshospital.co.uk 
www.stcrosshospital.co.uk 
Registered Charity No. 20275 1 






www.biblelands.org.uk 






B\b\eLands presents 

A SPECIAL CONCERT fer ADVENT 

in conjunction with the Chapter of Christ Church /Cathedral and Warwick School 

ADVENT READINGS U SPECIAL CELEBRITY GUESTS 

including Tim Brooke -Taylor, Jonathan Aitkin, Miles Richardson, 

^ Allan Chapman, Charles Nove and Lord Blair of Boughton, 

liriHi MUSIC FROM THE CHOIRS ^/wARWlOC SCHOOL 



■ At Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford 

■ Saturday 3 December 8pm 

(doors open at 7.15) 

■Tickets from: Tickets Oxford 

at the Oxford Playhouse 
Beaumont Street, Oxford 0X1 2LW 

Ticket Office: 01865 305305 
www.oxfordplayhouse.com/ticketsoxford 

■ £40 (to include wine reception with 
celebrity guests after the concert) 

■ £20 
■ £10 



For more information 
please contact the Blbl eLands 
office on 01494 897950 
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Comment 

by Colin Fletcher 

Faith or optimism? 



T o Richard Dawkins, I suspect, that 
question is fairly easily answered. 
For him all faith is irrational, even 
dangerous. But for those of us who 
spend at least part of our time seeking to 
discover the difference, and to respond 
appropriately, the distinction matters. 

Much of my life at the moment is 
spent talking about all kinds of plans 
for development. Sometimes those 
conversations are around buildings - 
whether the new church building at 
Emmanuel, Bicester; the major 
reorderings at St Mary’s Witney and St 
Edburg’s, Bicester; or the proposed 
multi-million pound development of 
the Warwick Halls in Burford. 

At other times it’s personnel - 
whether the appointment of youth or 
children’s and families’ workers, finding 
extra staff, or redeploying Licensed Lay 
Ministers or Self Supporting Ministers 
to the places they are most needed. 

Yet these conversations are all going 
on at a time when most people - and 
that includes a lot of church 
congregations - are facing major 
challenges, often centring on a lack of 
finance, the maintenance of their 
buildings, or finding personnel to do 
much needed tasks. How then do we 
distinguish between a proper Godly 
optimism that reaches out in faith, 
longing for situations and lives to be 
transformed, and planning big things 
with God, and the foolishness that Jesus 
warned about when he told the parable 
in Luke 14 of the person who planned 
to build a tower and just ended up with 
a few half-finished walls? 

I do not have an easy answer though I 
am encouraged to see so many PCCs, 
benefices and deaneries grappling with 
these kinds of questions at the moment. 
The New Atheists are telling us loudly 
that it is time for us to pack up and go 
home. The story in the country as a 
whole is one of retrenchment and cut- 
backs. But God just may have other 
plans for his Church. Our task, as ever, 
must be to seek to align our vision with 
his priorities, resources and power. 

Realism is important - folly does 
neither God, nor his people, any good 
at all. But in the midst of all of these 
let us pray for that Godly Optimism 
which reaches out in faith and always 
has been, and always will be, world- 
changing. 

The Rt Revd Colin Fletcher is the 
Bishop of Dorchester. 





Thought for 
the month 

by David Winter 



“No prophecy ever came by human will, but 
men and women moved by the Holy Spirit 
spoke from God.” 2 Peter 1:21. 

T his has been dubbed the ‘Year of 
the Bible’, being the 400th 
anniversary of the publication of 
the King James Version. There have 
been hundreds of events in churches 
and cathedrals. I suspect that most of 
them have simply served to convince us 
that it is couched in a language we can 
no longer readily understand. That is 
the fate of any translation, because 
translators can only render the text 
before them into the language of their 
day. 

The Bible itself was written over a 
period of perhaps a thousand years, in 
at least three different languages, by no 
one knows how many writers and 
editors. Each part was expressed in the 
language of the time in which it was 
first written. Jesus didn’t speak the 
Aramaic of some distant previous age, 
but of first century Palestine. The work 
of the translator, all down history, has 
been to give us in our own language a 
reliable, accurate and truthful reflection 
of what the original author wrote. The 
translators of 1611 tried to do that. 

So did their predecessor and guiding 
light, William Tyndale, whose Bible, 
published in the previous century, 
profoundly influenced their work - 80 
per cent of the King James Version is 
pure Tyndale. So when we mark his 
special day this month - on October 6th 
- we can salute a man who bravely 
persisted, even to martyrdom, in his 
passionate desire to make the Bible 
available to English-speaking people in 
their own tongue. He has been 
followed by many others, of course and 



most of us will have a favourite. 

What all of them do is bring to us as 
accurately as they can the meaning of 
the words written so long ago. The 
original writers, we are told, were ‘ moved 
by the Holy Spirit ’. ‘ All Scripture is inspired 
by God’ (2 Timothy 3:16). Wise translators 
and paraphrasers will work reverently 
on the sacred script as they do their 
best to translate it into the language of 
our day. We, in turn, will approach it 
with reverence, for these human words 
record the story of the unfolding 
relationship between God and his 
human creatures - his search for us, our 
search for him. 

No Christian will take Scripture 
lightly. We are on holy ground. One of 
the best modern authors of a biblical 
paraphrase was J. B. Phillips, whose 
versions of the Epistles and Gospel were 
very widely read fifty years ago. In one 
foreword he said that although he 
didn’t have a fundamentalist view of the 
Bible, he felt like an electrician working 
on a house and kept getting shocked 
although the power was supposed to 
have been disconnected. 

I think anyone who comes to the 
Bible with anticipation, imagination and 
a bit of faith will feel the same! I have 
my grandmother’s Welsh Bible on the 
table beside me as I write this. All over 
the world Christians are enjoying the 
fruits of the labour of translators who 
have worked painstakingly to bring the 
Scripture to them in their mother 
tongue. 

Coverdale, Tyndale and the team of 
1611 were pioneers of that work in 
English. It is wonderful to know that 
there are able successors to them today 
in that same work of making the 
Scripture intelligible and lucid for 
people all over the world. 

The Revd Canon David Winter is a retired 
priest and a former Head of Religious 
Broadcasting at the BBC. You can read some of 
his other work on www. davidwinter-author. co. uk 
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Audio version 



Sight impaired 
people can now 
get a free audio 
version of 
The Door by 
contacting 
Graham 

Winterbourne on 

01884 840285 



Comings and Goings - 

The Revd Rebecca Peters will take up 
post as Priest in Charge at St Peters, 
Drayton; The Revd Peter Templeman 

will take up post as Assistant Curate at 
Theale and Englefield; The Revd Ann 
Templeman will take up post as Priest 
in Charge at Theale and Englefield; The 

Revd Jennifer Locke will take up post 
as Team Vicar at Bledlow with 
Saunderton and Horsenden; The Revd 
Elizabeth Macfarlane will take up post 
as Chaplain and Fellow at St John’s 
College, Oxford; The Revd Nigel 



LETTERS 



'Love never ends" 

I have just found and digested David 
Winter’s Thought for the Month for 
September 201 1 . Today just happened to 
be September 1 1th and I found your 
article to be so relevant, poignant and 
indeed positive. So much media coverage 
of the atrocities of 2001 has clouded 
clear thinking but to your contribution I 
can only join countless other readers with 
a heartfelt “Amen." 

Of the nigh-on 6,000,000,000 people 
inhabiting our planet, I am convinced that 
99.999 per cent would concur that 
indeed, “love never ends". 

Malcolm Hensher, Steeple Aston, 
Oxfordshire . 



Four planes not three 

I would like to correct an error in David 
Winter’s column in the September Door. 
There were four planes on 9/1 1 , not three. 
One did indeed crash into the Pentagon, 
two into the Twin Towers and one was 
felled by passengers on to a Pennsylvania 
field. Otherwise, it was, as usual, an 
excellent column. 

Dick Heckman, Charlbury. 




Put pen to paper 

Send your letters on anything to do with 
the Door , the Diocese of Oxford or the 
Church in general to Door Letters 
Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey 
Lane, Oxford, OX2 ONB, or email 
jo.duckles@oxford.anglican.org. Letters 
should be no more than 250 words long. 



Competition winners 

The winner of our Harvest Fairtrade 
contest was Diane Thomas of Gerrards 
Cross, Buckinghamshire. The two runners 
up were Hilary Riley, of Milton Keynes and 
Andrew Coulson of Brackley. They will 
each receive a selection of Fairtrade 
goodies. 



Hawkes will take up post as Priest in 
Charge at Wheatley; The Revd Paul 
White will take up post as Associate 
Vicar at St Andrew’s, Oxford; The Revd 
David Rudiger will retire from his post 
as Assistant Curate in the Woughton 
Team; The Revd Derek Walker will retire 
from his post as Rector in the Akeman 
Benefice. The Revd Canon Colin Hill 
has been given permission to officiate. 
We recall with sadness the deaths 
of: Revd Christopher Hanson; Revd 
Cyril Harris; Revd Canon Alan Neech. 
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God in the life of... 




Penny Myers tells Jo 
Duckies about her faith and 
how it inspires her work with 
children and families 

P enny Myers enjoys being 
busy She’s been a school 
governor at Theale Church 
of England Primary School 
for 20 years and works full 
time as a Family School Support Worker 
in West Berkshire. 

Her enthusiasm for children and the 
importance of childhood came over very 
soon after I sat down to interview her in 
the office of her day job at the Willink 
School. Her wall is covered in cards with 
various messages she can use to help 
distract a sulky teenager and there are 
games and puzzles to calm down 
distressed younger children. 

Her career began in the 1980s when 
she worked for General Synod in a 
much different role. “I was thrilled to be 
working for the Church of England. I 
was in the chamber when the vote went 
through to allow women to be ordained 
as priests. Everyone was there and all of 
these reporters dropped their coffee 
cups and ran into the General Synod 
Chamber,” she says. 

Penny moved to Reading when their 
eldest daughter, Rachel was a baby, for 
her husband Derek to become the 
Governor of Reading Prison. Penny took 
a career break, but after voluntary roles 
she became a teaching assistant at the 
John Madejski Academy. In 2005 she 
moved to Willink for her current role 
working with children aged five to 18 
and their families. 

“They are referred through schools 
with all kinds of issues from family break 
ups and bereavements through to 
parenting and behavioural problems. I 
work full time and I love it,” says Penny. 

Penny became a Governor at Theale 
Church of England Junior School when 
her youngest daughter, Laura, became a 



pupil. “I got a letter to parents asking 
for anyone interested in volunteering, 
and I thought there must be lots of 
parents who would want to do it. Three 
weeks later the same letter came around 
again and I popped into the 
headteacher’s office. Now I’m in my 
twentieth year as a governor and 
thirteenth as chair of governors.” 

To Penny, who was born into a 
Christian family in Cheshire, the values 
a church school tries to demonstrate to 
its children every day are important. 

“We have worked very hard to raise 



Theale ’s profile as a church school. The 
current headteacher, Catherine Morley, 
is very committed to the idea of church 
schools and all our staff ensure that 
children see Christian values of love, 
care and responsibility to children every 
day, whether or not the pupils have a 
personal faith.” 

Penny was confirmed at the age of 
12 at the Anglo Catholic Church she 
grew up in. “While I don’t particularly 
follow that tradition now I enjoyed the 
theatre of it as a child, and that 
influenced my current love of the 



theatre. My faith and being involved in 
church life have always been very 
important to me.” 

Penny says her degree in English and 
Sociology helped set her up for the work 

‘ Our staff ensure children 
see Christian values of love , 
care and responsibility ...’ 



she now does. “Doing sociology taught 
me to look at the world and society in a 
different way. It’s been a vital insight for 
all of my life, certainly in my current 
work,” she says. 

“I’ve always been fairly busy. Between 
school and university I worked at one of 
the Children’s Society homes for a year 
and that opened my eyes to what was 
happening in the wider world. I have 
always loved working with children and 
families because I really do believe that 
every child deserves the best possible 
opportunities. Jesus told us that children 
are so important and in society we can 
lose sight of that.” 

Penny was recently invited to a 
Buckingham Palace Garden Party 
because of the achievements of Theale 
Primary School. “It’s a great privilege to 
be a school governor. Anything worthwhile 
does require work and it’s a great 
privilege to go into the school and see 
what they are achieving there,” she says. 

Bishop Andrew recently opened a 
new ICT block at the school. “We had a 
wonderful afternoon tea party. 

Catherine, the head, has great vision 
and is willing to put the effort into 
planning projects that really work for 
the children.” 

Penny is married to Derek and the couple 
have two daughters, Rachel, 26 and Laura, 
23. Penny also has a step son, Gerald, 
who is married to Maxine and has two 
children, Nancy and Ethan. The family 
worships at St Mary’s, Burghfield. 



Advertising Feature 

Caring professionals at hand 

Funerals are not a subject that often crop up in conversation very often, we still 
tend to think they are best avoided. It's surprising really when you think that 
increasingly they are becoming less morbid, and more services of celebration 
for a loved one's life. The funeral directors profession and ministers of religion 
have been coming to terms with these changes over the years as the services 
become more personalised. Most funeral directors belong to the relevant 
professional organisations such as SAIF or the NAFD who set very strict codes of 
conduct for their members. More people are now looking at pre-payment 
funeral plans, which allow them the opportunity to pay for their own funeral in 
advance and make their own choices as to how it should be organised. 
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TAYLORS 

(OF OXFORD) 

ROBEM AKERS 

AND ACCESSORIES 

Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear 
and Robemakers 
109 COWLEY ROAD 
OXFORD OX4 1 HU 
TEL & FAX: (01865) 722022 
www. tay lo rsof oxf o rd.com 
• Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 

• Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching Gowns 

• Preaching Scarves • Stoles • Hoods 

• Girdles and Cinctures • Shirts and much more 
ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL 





We exist to promote the 
Book of Common Prayer 
Why not join us? 



www.pbs.org.uk 
Tel: 01 189 842582 
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Leadcraft 

Stained Glass Studio 




SIAINED GLASS AKIISIS 
AND CRAFTSMEN 

Traditional leaded lights made and 
repaired. 

Specialists in reproduction of hand painted 
and decorative glass for windows and 
doors and also internal window cleaning 

Ecclesiastical and Residential 



3 Malthouse Lane, Reading RG1 7JA 
Tel: 0118 956 8534 
Fax: 0118 957 5865 



www.leadcraftstainedglass.co.u 
By appointment only 








